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Mr. Van gets into the good Graces of 


a rich Widow : He makes her 4 

Viſit: Plot upon Plot: The ftrift 

Juſtice of Mrs. Van: More deceit- 

ful Dealings: Mr. Van eſcapes an 

ignominicus Cataſtrophe, by the good 

Conduct of his Spouſe : An Inter- | 
1 view between tuo 0 Lacie: Mrs. 
| Van's Mzrsfortune on the May; be- | 

ing an inſtructive Leſſon to her Sex, | 

not to be too much taken with the | 


Beauty of an Outſide. 


R. Van, being one Night at an 

Aſſembly, danced with Mrs. 
Lackit, a Widow Lady of about ſeven ö 
N hundred 
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hundred Pounds a Year, in that Neigh- 
bourhood; who took an extraordinary 
Liking to our Hero ; and being a Wo- 
man ofa pleaſant turn of Wit, took vaſt 
Delight in his Converſation and Humour. 
After they had broke up, ſhe very po- 
litely ſaid to him, that, as he was a 
Stranger, the Rules of Hoſpitality 
obliged her to beg he would come 
and take a ſmall Dinner with her, at 
Goth-Hall, before his return Home, 
preſuming by the Length of his Stay 
- 1n that Country, he muſt ſurely be a 
ſingle Man; and whom ſhe had ſome 
Thoughts of making otherwiſe. Mr. 
Van, who was always very complai- 
ſant to the Ladies, aſſured her, he 
would certainly do himſelf the Honour 
of bowing to her Abode. 

As Mrs. Lackit and her Woman, 
who had been her Bedfellow at the 
Boarding School, and her Confidant ever 
fince, rode home in the Coach, the 
Entertainment chiefly turned on the 
Company they were in, the Night 
before. Mrs. Lackit praiſed and diſ- 

praiſed 


praiſed every one in the Aſſembly, but 
her own Partner. On which Mrs. 
Maria made bold to put her in mind 
of the Stranger, whom ſhe ſuppoſed 
to be forgot, and gave him ſo great a 
Character, that her Lady was forced 
to confeſs, that, The Man was well 
enough; and that he had the genteele/f 
way of tying his Neck-clth, that ever 
ſhe ſaw. But did not know, nor de- 
fire to know, who he was, or what 
he was; ſince he might be a married 
Man for any thing ſhe knew ; eſpecially 
as all Men were indifterent to her, 
| fince the Loſs of her own. Maria, 
who ſaw the Change of her Miſtreſſes 
Manner —— from merry to melan- 
choly from pleaſant to peeviſh, 
was well aſſured the major Part of her 
| Diſcourſe was a Figure in Speech called 
an Hyperbole ; and that ſhe ſaw ſorne- 
thing too much like Love, lie under 
the Coverture. And, therefore, took 
1 all poſſible Occaſions to magnify bis 
Qualifications, till he became the La- 
| 5 B 2 dy's 
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dy's Averſion ſo much, ſhe could 
not bare to hear him named. 

Thus ſilenced — Maria mentioned 
him no more. But the good Widow 
herſelf, whoſe Mind ran on nothing 
elſe, would now and then burſt out 
into a forced Laugh, and cry, O! 
© Geminy That ever you ſhould like 
© ſuch a Man! That ever you 
© ſhould think any Body ſo big to be 

* agreeable' | And ſuch like Speeches, 
that betrayed her Inclinations, beyond 
the Power of Diſguiſe. When at 
home —— ſhe diſreliſhed the rural 
Company that was formerly pleaſing 
to her; and ſeemed to be in a reſtleſs. 
Impatience for Mr. Yan's expected 
Viſit. Who delayed it upon any fri- 
volous Avocation, ſo long, that the 
paſſionate Lady could nor forbear 
ſending him the following Note: 


8 IR, 


78 you promiſed us the Pleaſure of 

your Company before your return 
Home, myſelf and a few more that 
you 
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you honoured at the Aſſembly, would be 
glad to ſee you here, on Thurſday next ; 


I am, for myſelf and 
Friends, Sir, your very 


humble Servant. 


LUCY LACKIT. 


Goth-Hall, 
Tueſday Noon. 


This peremptory Invitation was ac- 
cepted ; and our Hero went to the 
Place of Action; expecting to have 
found eight or ten choice Companions 
of the Male kind. But every Body 
was pre-engaged, and himſelf the only 
Gueſt. Whether Mrs: Lackit- forgot 
to ſend for them, or the Footman fell 
down and forgot his Meſſage, we 
have not yet heard, nor is it eaſy 70 hear: 
For John was born too far North to 
tell of himſelf. This was a Diſap- 
pointment that would have pleaſed 
ſome Men to the Life. To have a 


1 | pretty 
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pretty coming Widow of ſeven hun- 
dred Pound a Year to one's ſelf, with- 
out the Impertinence of even a Female 
Friend, was a Circumſtance that would 
have animated even one of the Leaden 
Images, at Hyde-Park Corner. But 
Mr. Van, who had always been honeſt 
(as the Saying is) to his own Wife, 
had no Conception of Mrs, Lackit's 
Gallantry. He dined and drank, and 
cracked many a Joke with her, but 
always in a well-bred way. When a 
Man's . Principles haye no libidinous 
Bend, his Thoughts run counter to 
double Entendres, and ſuch luſcious 
Hints, as are reckoned Witty by many, 
if not moſt People. Of the Number 
juſt mentioned, perhaps our Widow 
was one, and laid herſelf open enough; 

but Mr. Van was ſo blind an Archer, 
he could not hit her, or would not; 

for Reaſons of ſome ſort or other. As 
her Freedom was more than ordi- 
nary, and his Inſenſibility very ex- 
traordinary, for a Perſon of his ſan- 


guine Complexion ; ſhe fretted a little, 
| that 
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that he would not underſtand her, and 
reſolved to ſubdue his invincible Vir- 
tue, if poſſible, ſome way or other, 
She made him ſtay all Night, on Pre- 
tence the Company would come in the 
Morning, and even ſhewed him his 
Bed; but *twas all one; inſtead of 
Advances, of ſome kind or - other 
he was all Confuſion at her Conde- 
ſcenſion, and begged ſhe would not 
diſhonour herſelf fo much, but ſend 
one of her Maids to perform ſo ſervile 
a Task, This might ſeem a bold 
Effort, and be conſtrued ſomething to 
the Diſadvantage of the Lady, were 
not her good Houſewifery an Affabi- 
lity ſo eminently known among the 
Writers of Antiquity, Betty the 
Chambermaid being behind her with 
a Pan of Coals, ſhe did not ſtay to 
anſwer the Compliment in kind, but 
bid him good Night : Not a little 
vexed to find the Feebleneſs of her 
Power. For Women love to be ad- 
dreſſed, whether they love the Object 
B 4 or 
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or not : It ſtamps a Value upon them- 
ſelves in their own Eyes, by being 
the adoration of Many. In the Morn- 
ing, being a Woman of ſome Ex- 
periente and much Intrepidity, ſhe 
boldly asked him the Queſtion - a 
that any Body might have asked, with 
Innocence enough, that is, / he was 
married. Mr. Van, who was gene- 
rally conſiſtent, anſwered in the Af- 
firmative; to the great Confuſion of 
the love-ſick Lady, But being earneſt 
to tell her his Hiſtory and Misfortunes, 
it paſſed unperceived by our Hero. 
Now the Name of a married Man is 
very diſtaſteful to ſome ſingle Women: 
They ſhun them as if they were Mon- 
ſters! But 'twas otherwiſe here. For 
notwithſtanding this Bar to her Hopes, 
ſhe was fond of his Company, and 
kept him ſeveral Weeks; and enjoined 
him never to go away, till he could 
better himſelf. In the mean time a 
truſty Emiſſary was diſpatched to St. 


Foes, to buz ii ROO, as a great Secret, 
that 


MR. JOHN VAN. 9 
that Mr. Van had met with a kind 
Widow, of large Fortune, that had 
engaged him, never more to return to 
his Wife. 
This Report coming to the Ears of 
Squire Iſpay, the natural Son of an 
old Miſer ; on whom Mr. Van, ſome 
Years before, had wrote the following 
Epitaph; 


Beneath as rotten as the Dirt, 
A Mortal has his Bury'ng, 
Who neither was (as all aſſert) 
Fiſh, Fleſh, nor good Red-Herring. 


A Wight he was but little wiſe, 
Of little Uſe and Merit; 
Of little Worth and little Size, 
And had a little Spirit. 


One Devil has his little Soul, 
Another his Eſtate; ; 

His Body s in this little Hole, 
To give the Worms. a Bait. 


Mr, Ibay jumped for Joy, and 
thought himſelf ſure of a proper Oc- 
caſion, to be revenged on the Writer, 

B x in 
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in the Perſon of his Wife; to whom 
he brought the News, piping hot. 
This put her in a Pique, or Humour 
proper for his Purpoſe; which was 
to undermine and violate her Virtue. 
As he urged her Wants, and uſed 
other ſtrong and preſſing Arguments 
in a glaring Light, ſhe ſurrendered 
upon the firſt Summons ; and parted 
with the Poſſeſſion of the Citadel with- 
ont the Formality of a Siege. For, 
believing the Report to be true, ſhe 
imagined by ſo doing, ſhe ſhould tip 
him Juſtice. Eſpecially as a Gentle- 
man of Mr. Nhþay's Figure, had told 


her ſo; and on that ſcore made not 


the leaſt Reſiſtance ; but rather took 
Pleaſure in doing thereof. This was 


repeated fo often, to make her Re- 


venge ſure, that the World began to 
take Notice of it, and ſpeak of it as a 
Buſineſs of no great Secrecy. 

Mrs. Lackit, who knew of every 


Step, contrived to have an anonymous 


Letter ſent to our Hero, with a full 


Account 
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Account of his Lady's Gallantry. This 
ſhocked his great Heart a little; but 
made no Alteration in his Integrity. 
He ſtill preſerved a Tenderneſs for his 
Wife, and excuſed her Failings, to 
himſelf, upon many good and valuable 
Conſiderations: As firſtly, the Want 
of Money; ſecondly, the Want of 
Something elſe; thirdly, her Weakneſs 
and Inability to reſiſt, for the weakeſt 
goes to the — Wall. Fourthly, his 
Abſence; and laſtly, the Poſſibility of 
the Report's being falſe. He alto 
remembered by way of Conſolation, 
that if it was true, Cato, a great and 
good Man at Rome, had formerly lent 
his Wife to his Friend Horten/ivs : 
And at her return, found her nothing 
the worſe. 

After this Accident, Mr. Van's Vir- 
fue ſeemed ſomething Flexible, and 
gave the Widow hopes of his Fall; 
but ſhe was ſtill miſtaken, and obliged 
once more to have Recourſe to Strata- 
gem; and contrived to have the fal- 

lowing 
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lowing Letter ſent him in the Name 
of one of his beſt Friends; in a Hand 


ſo ſimilar, that he had not the leaſt 
Room for Diſtruſt 


8 ds 4 f 
Friend Van, 


N Sunday /aft about eight o' Clock 
al Night, your Spouſe made her 


Exit off the Stage of this Life. As 


ber Conduct lately was not the moſt 
amiable, I preſume you will receive 
this News with more Foy than Sorrow. 
Any Directions with regard to the 


Children, will be punctually obſerved 


by, your Friend and old Companion, 


A 


St. Eves, John Bentivogho. 


Auguſt 17th. 


As Mrs. Van (with all her Faults) 


was a loving Wife, and had been the 
Foundation of all his good Fortune, 
his grateful Heart would not let him 
rejoice at this Triumph -of Death 


over the other Half of himſelf, He 


took 


2 — * 8 
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took to his Room, and bewailed her 


Loſs with as much real Grief, as if 


ſhe'd been another Suſanna. But after 
a few—— Hours. his..Gogcern ſub- 
ſided, and he aroſe and taok 
Bread : And ſeemed to be every Day 
afterwards more and more at the 
Widow's Devotion. A Week and 
three whole Days were now perfectly 
paſt, and the Match not above half 
made. Decency the favourite 


Word of all Relics, would not ſuffer 


him to - marry yet-awhile, for the 
World. He thought a Year ſhould 


be the leaſt Time he ought to ſtay 


unbrided again. But the Lady, who 
was ſomething more in a Hurry, 
tempted and teazed him into another 
Temper, and made him guilty of 
Time-breach, So a Writ called an 
Allocatur in ſome Courts, and a Li- 


cence in others, being properly ſued 
forth, they fixed the Saturday follow- 


ing for the Solemnization of their in- 


In 


tended N uptials. 
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In the mean time, Mr. 1//pay find- 
ing no other Charms in Mrs, Yan, 
than were to be found in his own 
Wife, ſave the Novelty, was weary 
of the Weight, having the whole Fa- 
mily to ſupport; and began to caſt 
about for ſome clean Contrivance to 
get rid of the Burden, But Mrs. Yan, 
upon every Overture of that kind, 
ſeemed ſo exceſſively fond of him, 
that ſhe always choſe to ſuffer any 
thing rather than part with one ſhe 
loved ſo dearly, But at length he 
touched upon the right String, by 
telling her he had received a Letter 
from a Friend in Hampſhire, inform- 
ing him, that Mr. Yan was baſe enough 
to her and his Family, to attempt the 
Acquiſition of another Wife; and was 
certainly to be married on ſuch a Day; 
offering her at the ſame Time, a Horſe 
and Money to go and prevent him. 
Mrs. Fan, who had forgot ſhe made 
Pots herſelf, was reſolved the Vil- 


lain her Husband, as ſhe was pleaſed 
to 
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to call him, ſhould not make Pans, 
ſo mounting behind a Guide, with 
three Guineas in her Pocket, ſhe ſet for- 
ward to prevent a Match ——oft Mr, 
1/hhay's making, who had created this 
Lie in order to get rid of her ; and who 
knew no more of ſuch a Conjunction 
than St. Peter of Peterborough, or the 
Pope at Rome. But only judged that 

a Woman's Mind, furniſhed three 
Stories high with Jealouſy, on finding 
her Husband in another Woman's 
Houſe, would magnify Mole-Hills 
into Mountains preſently ; and per- 
haps call her Whore at the firſt meet- 
ing; which would cauſe Confuſion, 
and anſwer his End, in getting rid of 
her for ever; a thing he was very 
deſirous of, now. Mrs. Van's Ten- 
derneſs for him, being quite immerged 
in this new Purſuit (for Revenge and 
Jealouſy like a blighting Wind, blaſts 
all before it) ſne left him without the 
leaſt Concern; and ſcarcely thought of 


him all the Way ; ; but hugged her- 
ſelf 
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ſelf with the Premeditation of the 
virulent Salute ſhe intended to com- 
liment the conjugal Couple with, 
at her firſt Arrival; and repeated it 
often, to the young Fellow that rode 
before her, that ſhe might have it 
perfect, and not be out in a part ſhe 
wiſhed to perform with Truth, Dig- 
nity and Satire; Anglice, Pepper, and 
Vinegar. She arrived at Goth-Hall 
the Evening before the happy Day, 
or rather at an Avenue of Limes that 
led to it; where ſhe ſaw her Husband 
and Mrs. Lackit, walking Hand in 
Hand, and ſmiling on one another in 
in the moſt eaſy, pleaſant and fatisfied 
manner that can be imagined ; con- 
templating and expatiating on the un- 
ſpeakable Joys they were mutually to 
poſſeſs and impart on the following 
Day : For being both Adepts in Love, 
their warm Wiſhes were not allayed 
or intermingled with the Fears that 
attend virgin Sentiments, in the like 
Circumſtances. They knew, or thought 
they 
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they knew, there was nothing in Na- 
ture to make them fear, or be any ways 
uneaſy. But Mrs. Van, who viewed 
them in this happy State as the Devil 
did our firſt Parents in Paradiſe, un- 
ſeen by them, diſſolved their charm- 
ing Reverie by a flow of Rhetorick 
more nervous and eloquent than is to 
be found at any Place, fave the cele- 
brated Forum in Thames- Street, which 
ſome vulgarly call B:/l:ng/gate. After 
her firſt Fury, which was delivered 
in Alt, or a higher Key, ſhe conde- 
ſcended to examine him upon Inter- 
rogatives, as thus; © Is this the Jilt 
* that keeps you from your -lawful 
Wife? Have I deſerved ſuch Uſage? 
© Is this a Treatment proper for a 
* Wife, that has had five Children by 

© you, beſides Miſcarriages? Have 
© you no Regard for your Soul? What 

* would you have faid, if I had ſerved 

© you ſo?” 

The good Widow who did not 


dream of Mrs, Van's Viſit, ſeeing a 
Fat 
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Fat blouſy Woman with Black Hair 


and Black Linen, and a Countenance 
ſomething Agyptian, accoſt her in- 
tended Spouſe in this Manner, was 
1 5 thunderſtruck, at her Aſſurance. 

owever, ſhe recovered ſoon, and 
was going to return the Salutation, in 
kind, But lawful Wives are deſpotick 
Monarchs, of ſuch abſolute Sway, 
that few Pretenders have Reſolution 
enough to ſtand before them : And 
Mrs. Lackit, with all her Vivacity and 


Sufficiency, was obliged to give Way, 


and turn with the Tide. For Mr. Van, 
whoſe Conſcience pleaded guilty, 
melted at the moving Remonſtrances 
of his Spouſe; and giving her a wel- 
come Kiſs, told her he was glad te 
ſee her alive again; and ſhewed her 
the Letter that notified her Death. 
And to bring off the Widow, recounted 
the many Obligations he lay under to 
her, who had choſen him merely for 
his perſonal Qualifications ; many of 
which ſhe was {till a Stranger to. 1 his 

aſt, 
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laſt, Mrs. Van would hardly believe: 
For knowing how it had been with 
herſelf, ſhe imagined that no Body 
elſe would be ſuch Fools to refuſe 
Drink when they were a-dry, or Vic- 
tuals when they were hungry. 

Mrs Lackit, who was a very good 
Schemer, ſceing there was no Good 
to be done without Policy, took Ad- 
vantage of the preſent Calm, and in- 
vited Mrs. Van to a ſmall Repaſt, 
called in China, THEA ; but in the 
Weſtern Iſlands Sugar and Wa- 
ter: Which would have been but a 
poor Repaſt indeed, if it had not came 
into Mrs. Van's Head to ask for three 
or four Luncheons of Bread and But- 
ter. For ſhe had dined at a Village- 
Inn, where you may have any Thing 
if you'll tarry a Week far it: 
But Mrs. Van's Stomach nor Stay ad- 

mitting of ſuch a Delay, ſhe was 
forced to put up with a Bit of Bacon 
and Cabbage, that was juſt ready, and 


dreſt for the Woman of the Houſe, 
that 
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that had Lain-in about three Hours. 
A Diſh our Traveller had no great 


Goũt for; being pretty well cloyed 


with it, ſince the Receipt of her Fa- 
ther- in- law 's Legacy. 


The firſt Time Mr. Van left the 
Room, Mrs. Lackit followed him; 


ſending in Maria to entertain his 
Wife; ſhe now told him, that as 
his Spouſe had been falſe to his Bed, 


and the Marriage Knot ſo fairly un- 


tied, ſhe hoped he was not ſo mean- 
ſpirited, as to return and live with an 
 Adulieſs, loaded with Poverty, Want 
and Diſgrace ; but go a few Mites, and 
drop her, as ſhe deſerved ; and come 
back himſelf to the Hall; where he 
ſhould be free either to live with her as 
he did before, or otherwiſe ; ſince 


their Marriage was thus unluckily im- 
ded. She then pulled out her 


Purſe with twenty Guineas, and de- 


fired he'd take that, for travelling 


Charges. This was ſo ſoon faid, that 


| ſhe returned to Mrs. Yan before ſhe 
had miſled her. | 


Mrs. 
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Mrs Lackit was very well pleaſed 
with her laſt Plot, and longed for the 


Time of their Departure, to 1 it - 
into Execution. 


c H A P. 1 


Mr. Van and his Lady take Leave of 
the Widow : He ſends back her Horſe, 
and another Perſon inſtead of him- 
ſelf : The Widow's Surprize : Her 
Recovery and Change: Robin's 
Hao and good Fortune. 


HE next Morning, Mr. Van 

and his Lady took a formal 
Farewel of Mrs. Lack:f, giving Thanks 
for all Favours and ſo forth, 'till the 
Diſtance of Space put an End to the 
Ceremony. They now jogged on 
for the Place appointed by the Widow 
for their Separation, which was a ſmall 
Market-Town, about twenty Miles 
off. But &er they got half Way, Mr. 
Van 
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Van ſaw a Sign, with this Inſcription 


at Top, 
Good Ale fold here. 


And underneath the 8 Trip- 


let, 
Make no Excuſe, 


To taſte of the Juice 
Of the Flower de Luce. 


Now our Hero ſeldom paſſed by any 
of theſe good hoſpitable Houſes without 
calling to enquire after the Welfare 

of their Families, for he was ex- 
ceeding humane, but would certainly 
have deviated here, had not he met 
with this peremptory Meſſage in Verſe: 
beſides, the juice of the Flower de 
Luce was a Liquor he had never taſted. 
He always imagined that Flower had 
ſome ſpecial Virtue, by being the 
Cogniſance of the King of France, but 
little dreamt before, that Engl ;ſhmen 
made Wine of it. So alighting, be- 
fore he hung his Horſe to the Rails; 
contrary to the two Gentlemen in 


Joſeph 


4 1 
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Joſeph Andrews, who hung their 
Horſes to the Rails and hen alighted ; 
he prevailed with his Wife to alight, 


alſo, and ſee his Brother Bard; whom 


he did not know but might be one of 
the top Men of the Time, by his 


_ Taſte in DHyricks. By this Time the 


Landlord's Daughter, a Girl of 


_ eighteen, who was Clerk of the Pariſh, 


and had compoſed the Poetry on the 
Sign-poſt, appeared as Hoſtler, and 


told the Lady, She was ſorry ſhe 


did not come afore her was un- 
© lighted, to pull her Petticoats down, 
* and ſhew her the Upping-Stock.” 
Which was a Piece of an Elm Tree 
with the Bark on, and fifty Sprouts 
that had been lopped within two 
Inches of the Body, and three Notches 
cut in the Trunk for Steps. 

This was a ſmall Pariſh, confiſting 
of no more than four Houſes ; and as 
no Body in it could read but the Clerk, 
ſo no body but her Mother could hew 
a piece of Timber; and this was her 

| firſt 
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firſt Eſſay; therefore twas the leſs 
wonderful to ſee it ſomething rude. 
After a little Turn, Mr. Van called 
for ſome of the Juice of the royal Luce; 
but found it only metaphorically ſo: 
The faid Juice being no other than 
the Juice of Malt, and that of a very 
bad Sort. But bad as it was, they 
were forced to make the beſt on't, for 
they had no other. From this Place 
he ſent Mrs. Lackit her Horſe by the 

young Fellow that carried his Wife, 
and which ſhe had lent our Hero, to 
bring him back again, and getting 

| himſelf before his Spouſe, reſolved to 
perform the Vow he had made her 
in Fenny Stanton Church, ſome twelve 
Years before; tho' like many more, 
he had never thought of it ſince. A 

Thing, that moſt Men, and Women 
too, have a ſtrange Propenſity to for- 
get. I wonder amongſt all the merry 
and moral Medleys at the Print-Shops, 
we don't ſee Something collected from 


Somewhere, to put People more in 
oo ot” mind 


Mx. FOHN VAN. 25 
mind of their Duty, as nothing would 
ſell better. the Wives Duty would 
be bought by the Husbands ; and the 
Husbands be purchaſed by the Wives. 
Many a Man might ſpeak to his Wife 
that way, that durſt not ſpeak to her 
Otherwiſe; and * Vice Ver/a many a 

Wife to her Husband. | 

Leaving Mr. Yan and his Rib to 
purſue their Journey Northward, we 
ſhall return to the Widow; who 
hearing a Horſe ſtop at the Door, 
ran to the Window in full Expecta- 
tion of ſeeing him there; but how 
great was her Surprize when in- 
ſtead of him, ſhe ſaw no Body but the 
Man that came with his Wife! Various 
Agitations filled her Mind before ſhe 
could come to the Speech of the 
Sguire. A broken Bone or the Loſs 
of Something, were the moſt promi- 
nent Images; but the Loſs of him 
was as far from her Thoughts as the 
Iſle of VMigbt is from the Black-Sea, 
But when the young Man told her, 
that Mr. Van had ſent back her Horſe, 


. * On the Contrary. 
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with his Compliments, and was gone 
with his Wife to Woody, ſhe deſpiſed 


him as a poor mean- ſpirited Fellow, 


that had not Courage enough to look 
a Lady in the Face ! And being her- 
ſelf a Woman of great Reſolution, 
ſhe bid the Meſſenger fit down, and 
tell her the Hiſtory of this daſtardly 
Fugitive. This he performed with 
fo good a Grace, that like Dido at the 
Tale of Aneas, the found that Cupid 
had been preſent, tho' ſhe ſaw him 
not. Whether he came in the Form 
of Revenge, Curigſity or Love, we 


have not yet heard; but it's certain he 


had been there, and made the fame 
Impreſſions on the Mind of Mrs. Lac- 
kit, as he had formerly done on the 
liſtening Queen. She thought Robin as 
pretty a Fellow as Mr. Van; and tho“ 
he was many ſizes leſs, twas better to 
have a little Man, than no Man. And 
the juſt then remembered, a Pro- 
verb * very much in his Favour, 
and her own too. She then asked 

| him, 


* Little Dogs have long Tails, 
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him, how he thought to get back 
again, Now this fortunate Perſon 
was born with ſundry good Qualities, 
that ſeldom fail to conſtitute a great 
Man. Whether his Family was ori- 
ginally Engliſh or Iriſh we can't poſ- 
fibly aſſert, but he had a conſummate 
Aſſurance ; and told the Lady, he did 
not care whether he ever went back 
again or not, if ſhe wo ald be as kind 
a Benefactreſs to him, as ſhe had been 
to Mr. Van; who in talking to his 
Wife had thrown out ſome Hints of 
great Significancy ; and which this 
ſagacious Perſon had collected and di- 
geſted with great Purity and Judg- 
ment for the Uſe of himſelf. She was 
a little daſhed at this Expreſſion, as 
fearing Mr. Van had been baſe enough 
to betray her, as well as deſert her. 
But on recovering herſelf, the asked 
. him, what Service he could do for 
her. He anſwered with as much 
Brevity as a Lacedemonian, that, he 
could do every Thing for her — 
that a Man could do for a Woman. 
G2 She 
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She called him an impudent Fellow ; 


but ordered Maria at the ſame Time, 


to take him into the Buttery and fil 
his Belly. She did this to ſee if he 
would faſten on the Maid, by which 
ſhe thought ſhe ſhould be able to 
form a Judgment whether his Service 
was particular to her, or meant to the 
whole Sex. But he was too cunning 
for that: His Deſigns were deep laid, 
and his Politicks of a ſhrewder Turn. 
He behaved in a free, but modeſt 
Manner; ſuitable to Mrs. Lackt's 
"Wiſhes ; who was all the while on the 
liſten, She therefore took him upon 
Trial; not as a Husband, Gallant, or 
Servant ; but under a Pretence that 
ſhortly ſhe expected a Viiit from a 
Gentleman in Cambridgeſhire, who 
always travelled with a Coach and Six, 
and would have an Opportunity ſome 
way or other of carrying him Home. 
He was a genteel, well-made young 
Fellow,tho'not very tall; about twenty- 
four Years of Age ; and had lived in a 
Gentleman's Family, in Lincolnſhire ; 
hs who, 
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who, in reſpect to his Father, who 
had been his Tenant, took tome care 
of his Education. But being prone 
to Ambition, he had faid ſomething 
to his young Miſtreſs that came to his 
Maſter's Ear, and occaſioned his Diſ- 
charge. And being out of Place, and 
in Want of Employment, at his 
Uncle's in St. Ives; came along with 
Mrs. Yan, becauſe ſhe could get no 
Body elſe. He had read much of the 
Effects of Love, and reſolved, if poſ- 
ſible, to make his Fortune by it. He 
had always lived out of Livery, and 
was now in very good Plight, ſaving 
his Pedeſtals; but the ſecond Morning 
he went early to Wincheſter, where 
he fitted himſelf with Shoes and 
Buckles, and came back a Beau; and 
pretended to be Nephew to the very 
Man he had ſerved. 

What a noble Qualification is Am- 
bition ! without it the honourable 


Serjeant Kite had never gained that 
glorious Halbert, ſo celebrated in 
| C 3 Dramatick 
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Dramatick Records; nor Robin Aim- 
zwell, our rich Widow. As none of 
the Servants, fave Maria, knew who 
he was, he paſſed for Mrs. Yar's 
Brother; and as ſuch was Parlour 
_ Gueſt. His uſeful Effrontery made 
him the Reverſe of Mr. Van; being 
as forward in his Advances, as our 
Hero was backward; ſo that the 
Widow was forced to paſs Muſter 
before the Parſon much ſooner than 
ſhe intended, in her own Defence. 
For tho* ſhe was reſolved to marry 
the firſt Man that would ask her the 

ueſtion, in revenge to Mr. Van, the 
had ſome Pride, that kept her from 
being won at once; eſpecially by a 
Stranger, that ſhe knew nothing of. 
But ſuch was the Activity of Robin, 
who feared the imaginary Cambridge- 
ſhire Gentleman ſhould arrive and 
know him, or otherwiſe ſpoil his 
Market, that he kept no Terms when 
he had Opportunities for Hoſtilities, 


'till he had tied her faſt. He knew 
ſhe 


Mn. JOHN VAN. 31 
ſhe did not marry for Money, be- 


cauſe ſhe had told him ſo; and her 
Eſtate was ſo ſettled, that a Husband 
could have but little Power over it with- 


out her Conſent. So all Things concur- 
ring, he married her, to the Surprize 
of every Body. And to his immor- 
tal Honour I muſt ſay of him at prat- 
ing, he makes her an exceeding good 
Husband; and is now, a worthy 
Neighbour, and a fine Gentleman. 


c in 


The Uſefulneſs of Learning : An Ex- 
erciſe for the Clergy : A fore Battle, 
in which one Half of the Horſe are 
killed, and one Half of the Men run 


away. 


R. Van and his Spouſe, whom 
we left juſt mounted upon the 
double Horſe (* Rectè, the double- 


bearing Horſe) rode on for their in- 
C 4 tended 
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tended Latitude, on a direct ſemicir- 


_ cular Road, conſiſting of many Angles, 
and yet every one told them it was as 


| ſtraight as a Line; by which Mr, Van 


found there were crooked Lines as 
well as ſtraight ones. They all told 
him he could not miſs the Way ; but 
to his Grief, he found the whole Coun- 
try were Liars, for he miſſed his Way 
ſeveral Times. But what puzzled 
him moſt, was, to underſtand what 
they meant by Right- hand or left; 
for he found in ſeveral Perſons they 
grew on ſeveral Sides. It would be 
of vaſt Service to Travellers, if the 
Parſons of every Pariſh would take a 
little Pains to teach the People under 
their Care, ſome ſure and certain Me- 


thod to know the dexter from the 


ſiniſter Side. It would be of as much 
worldly Uſe as their Catechiſm, and 
ſtay longer with. them, if equally i in- 
cuſcated. Now as ſome good-natured 
Paſtors may from this Hint, be in- 
clinable to execute ſo laudable a Pur- 
poſe, and yet, for want of a Rule, be 
diſcouraged 
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diſcouraged from proceeding therein; 
I ſhall make bold to exhibit for their 
Approbation, a Method ſo certain 
and free from Error, that I. don't 
doubt of their univerſal, Suffrage 
There is ſcarcely a ſucking Infant of 
three Years old to be found any where 
B the Country, but what knows the 
Side of a Horſe, from the near 
Hae of a Mare. Therefore in every 
| Pariſh, a Scotch Galloway or a Welch 
Hobby, ſhould be provided by the 
Church-wardens, and kept at Graſs in 
the Church-yard, for the Uſeof the Par- 
ſon, to educate their Children with. 
Exerciſes muſt be frequent, at leaſt 
twice a Day ; which won't be much 
to thoſe pious Paſtors, who never 
read Prayers on Working-days, be- 
cauſe they are not Holy-days, fo con- 
ſequently prophane. And tho' there 
is ſomething like an Oath to be taken 
ſomewhere, that they ſhall pray every 
Day, in their own Churches, or a 
borrowed one, what Force can it have 
upon People that are capable of ab- 
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ſolving themſelves and every Body elſe? 

The ancient Method of teaching this 

uſeful Erudition, as laid down in P/ato's 
Commonwealth, or ſome ſuchHeathen i 
Book, was for the Pupil to be ſet 1 
upon the Back of the holy Horſe, 
with his Hands expanded, and que- 
ſtioned what Hand he held over the 
O-/ide, and what over the nether ; 
and ſo back again, for the Space of Half 
an Hour. He is then to tranſite, and 
be ſet with his Face to the Galloway's 
Tail (which in Chaldee they call Ar/y- 
verſy; and is a Word of vaſt Signi- 
ficance) and queſtioned again in the 
ſame Manner, with as much Variation 
and dodging as is poſſible, for Half an 
Hour more; this repeated every Day 
except Sundays, for ſeven or eight 
Years together, will ſo habituate the 
Student to a right Way of Thinking, 
that it's fifty, te forty if ever he 
miſtakes the one for the other after- 
wards. 

Theſe little Diſappointments and 


Croſſee, ſo incident to travelling, were 
| = "08 - 
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the only Remarkables they met with, 
till they came within a Mile of Moody, 
when they were overtaken by a jolly 
well-dreſſed Man, in a Bag-wig and 
a velvet Mask, who courteouſly in- 
treated them to ſtop for a few Mo- 
ments and breath their Horſe. And to 
lighten his Load — deſired they would 
inſtantly depoſite in his Hands, what 
Money they had about them, and he 
would undertake to carry it for them, 
as ſafely as if it were his own. Mr. 
Van who had faced cannon Bullets, 
and had now his whole military Cheſt 
about him, told the Gentleman 
he was a Soldier, and would not be 
robbed. The Stranger then preſented 
a Piſtol, and ſwore if he did not de- 
liver inſtantly, he would blow his 
Brains out. This being a baſty Sum- 
mons, and ſomething againſt the Rules 
of War, Mr. Van fixed his Eyes full 
upon the Highwayman's, and lifting 
up gently a ſtrong oaken Stick he had 
in his Hand, but with a firm Gripe, 

7 he 
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he tipped the Piſtol into the Air; and 
with the falling Stroke, would have * 
fractured his Skull, if the Eye of his if 
Horſe had not been nimbler than his 
own, and avoided the Blow; Mr. Van y 
immediately diſmounted, by throwing | 
his right Leg over his Horſe's Neck, 
to take up the Piſtol. During which, 
notwithſtanding our Hero's Activity, 
the Highwayman fired another, that 
entered the Head of his Horſe, and 
brought him to the Earth. But ſee- 
ing Mr. Van in Poſſeſſion of the loaded 
Piſtol, and finding he had caught a 
Tartar, made off as faſt as he could 
Gallop, and left the Field of Battle to 
the Conqueror. This was certainly a 
great Action; and Iam ſorry I can't 
call it a Victory; Horſe being want- 
ing to make the Purſuit: And this 
Corps was too heavy to follow on Foot. 
Vet maugre the Impediments aforeſaid, 
the General had ſurely attempted it, 
if ſomething almoſt as important and 
big had not diverted him from fo 
| daring 
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daring a Purpoſe; which was a Di- 


ſaſter that had befallen his Spouſe, 


who together with the e e both 
ſupine, and in a Swoon ; from which 
one of them never recovered. For 


alas! the Horſe who had faced the 


Enemy with undaunted Courage, and 
bore the Brunt of the Battle, was now 
as dead as Bucephalus, the memorble 
Horſe of Alexander the Great. But 
Mrs. Van who was leſs wounded, 
came to herſelf again; and aſſiſted her 


 Husband, like a good Voke- fellow, in 


laying out the Horſe. For the Bridle, 


Saddle and Pillion, had received no 


Damage, in the Engagement, and 
were as able to travel as ever. So, 
getting under the faid ſurviving Ac- 


coutrements which had ſo lately been 


under them, they turned Infantry, 
and marched Poſt for Moody. A wo- 
ful Example of the Viciſſitude of 

worldly Grandeur 
After a ſmall Stay here, Mrs. Van 
not liking the Place, nor the Place 
liking her, ſhe went Home in the 
Stage- 
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Stage-Coach, to look after her little- 
Ones. As to our Hero himſelf, who 
had found by his Wife's Confeſſion, 
and ſome ſcattered Hints, that her 
Conduct had not been the moſt ami- 
able and regular ; and that he wag 
liable to þe called upon for a Horſe 
he had never borrowed, he reſolved 
to ſee that holy Place no more ; but 


return to Goth-Hall, and cloſe with 


the Widow. But, acgording to his 
uſual Method, he was fo long in 

ſetting out (being loth to leave a) 
Company) that the News of Mrs. 


Lackit's Wedding reached his Ears,. 


before he could reach the Caſtle of 
that Lady. 
This . a ſevere Mortification, and 
unhinged our Hero, who was mortally 
uite at a Loſs where to go, or whither 
to turn himſelf. It was now the Eve 
of the Spaniſh War; when the whole 
Nation, weary of Peace, were for 
fooling and fighting, except Sir Robert 
Walpole and Mr. Yan; who were the 


* Diſſentients of any Eminence. 
The 


4 . 
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The Bora of the Multi: ude being 
ſtrong, and their Reajons wee, Mr. 
Van, who had now nothing elſe to do, 
wrote an expoſtulatory Epiſtle, in 
compliment to Sir Robert's Politicks, 
and his own; and ſent it by the Poſt 
for his Approbation, before he put it 
to the Preſs, Whether it ever got 
thither, or whether the extraordinary 
Modeſty of that exalted Perſonage, 
would not ſuffer it to be publiſhed, 
we can't aſcertain, But Mr. "IO 
never heard of it more. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 


Mr. Van turns T radeſman again; and 
ſetles at Gotham: Is aſſailed by the 
Law : Finds Friends but very 
al lſe Ones: Becomes the Tool 5 4 
Party. | 


HILST this cridiing Fit was 
upon our Hero, he wrote a 
little merry Narration in Rhime, of a 
comical Tranſaction of which himſelf 
was one of the principal Performers; 
called a New Syſtem of Rural Politics; 

- which fold pretty well. This En- 
couragement made him like the 
Company of the Muſes more than 
ever he had done before. He had 
little taſte for Flattery, and no Succeſs; 
ſo he ſtuck to his Talent, which was 
rather Satyrical than otherwiſe; the 
only kind of Writing a Man can hope 
to mend the Age by ; neither Precept 
nor Panegyrick being half ſo effica- 


cious. But that, like eyery other 
Mode, 
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Mode, may be carried too far; eſpe- 
cially if we touch Particulars. Few 
Folks care to be told of their Faults: 
Witneſs the Arch-biſhop of Grenada, 


and his Secretary G7 Blas. But by 


this ſort of Writing, he got more 
Enemies than Friends, as moſt Sati- 
riſts do: For the Generality think 
themſelves laſhed in the Perſon” of 


their Neighbour; as they can find the 


very identical Crimes at Home, by 
looking into themſelves. So being in 


Diſguſt, he grew weary of Woody: 
And conſulting with a Friend that had 


formerly been a Tradeſman in Lon- 
don, -he was adviſed to cloſe with an 
Overture made him by his Siſter, for 
his Remainder in her Mother's Eſtate ; 
and with the Iflues thereof, enter into 


Trade again. He had been bred a 


Cheeſemonger, and knew the Bottom 


of that Buſineſs; and might thrive as 


a Factor, if he did nothing for himſelf. 
This Project, after being a Soldier, a 
Gentleman, and a Poet, ſtuck in Mr. 
> Van's 
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Van's Stomach for want of a Prece- 
dent. But the Parſon of the Pariſh, 
drawing out, Necęſſitas non habet 
Legem; he ſwallowed the Propoſal, 

compleated the Contract, and tran- 
ſported himſelf into a Cheeſe Country, 
with all poſſible Expedition, where 
he purchaſed a Woman's Life in a 
little Houſe; ſent for his Family, and 
reſolved to turn OEconomiſt. He had 
ſome Conflict about his Wife; but as 
it was in a ſtrange Place where her 
Faults were a Secret, and as he could 
not well do without her, he reſolved 
to forget and forgive what was paſt, 
and try her again. His Friend at 
Moody, who promiſed to write to his 
Correſpondents in London in his Be- 
half, was as good as his Word; but 
as moſt of them were pre-engaged for 
Factorage, and well ſerved, Mr. Van 
had but few Commiſſions, ſo he 
thought it no bad Expedient to open a 
retail Shop, for Cheeſe, Butter, Lard, 
and Bacon ; which anſwered his Pur- 
poſe 


* Neceſlity has no Law. 
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poſe very well; there being none other 
at the Place, in that way of Buſineſs. 


But unluckily for our Hero, it proved 


a Corporation Town; the Freedom of 
which was valued at twenty Pounds, 
beſides another, to the Officers, for 
Fees. In conſequence of which, the 
Mace-bearer, who is the Mouth of 


the Mayor, came to tell him, he muſt 


take up bis Freedom, or ſhut up his 
Shop. This Meſſage being delivered 
with a very peremptory Air, to ſhew 
the Importance of the Meſſenger, had 
like to have coſt him a Kicking ; but 
the Fellow's abrupt Departure pre- 
vented the Execution of Mr. Van's 
Reſolution, However, without any 
Regard to the Dignity of his Function, 
he called after him in the Key of a 


ſpeaking Trumpet, or ſomething 


louder, and bid him tell his Maſter 
the he might kiſs his His 


Paſſion hurried him here, a little be- 
yond his uſual good Breeding ; but we 
hope the Greatneſs of the Provocation 


He 


will ballance the Breach. 
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Fe lived in his own Houſe and ſold 
nothing but Edibles, a ſort of Mer- 
chandize encouraged by all the World, 
ſave the narrow- ſouled Mortals that live 
in Corporations; who would ſooner 
- ſtarve than recede from their Privi- 
leges. When our Hero's Anſwer was 
delivered to the M- „the Mace- 
| bearer took care to lard it with a little 
Aggravation to gratify his own Re- 
venge: This ſet the Ruler on Fire, and 
made him vow and vomit Vengeance 


*till he was black in the Face. The. 


'Town-clerk was ſent for, and a Writ 
ordered for the Cheeſemonger; a 
Copy of which was ſoon preſented ; 

and a long Declaration at the Return, 
brought, for his following Trade in 
the Borough of Gotham, not being a 
Freeman thereof. Now the Borough 
of Gotham, like moſt other Boroughs, 
was divided in Hypocriſy, and made 
two Parties; the People of Power 
| called themſelves the High Party, 
as in right Reaſon they ought to do; 


and thoſe that _ no Power (tho' the 
ery 
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greateſt Property) were ſtiled the 
Low Party, from their groveling 
Principles, who were always in Oppo- 
ſition to the other, and lay upon the 
Watch on purpoſe to circumvent 
them. Mr. Jan's Affair was not long 
a Secret to them; they hugged them- 
ſelves to hear of it; well knowing it 
would be productive of Miſchief. As 
they were Strangers to his Magnani- 
mity, and aftaid he ſhould flag, they 
diſpatched Polypheme, their Mercury, 
to let him know, he ſhould be ſup- 
ported againſt the Corporation, as far 
as a hundred Pounds would go; and 
on the Junction of their Intereſt, he 
ſhould be entitled to the Cuſtom of 
the whole Clan. This pleaſed our 
Hero mightily; and made him think, 
he was now acquainted with the beſt 
People in the World. He had often 
wondered what Corner of the Univerſe 
the honeſt Men had crowded them- 
ſelves into; and was greatly rejoiced 
to find them at Gotham. He went 
nightly 
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nightly to their Clubs, and daily to 
their Meetings; and was almoſt be- 
come a Profelyte to their Schiſm. 
Every one of them careſſed him in a 
peculiar Manner, and ſeemed emulous 
who ſhould oblige him moſt ; his 
Heroiſm at Preſton was mentioned 
with the groſſeſt Adulation! They 
called him their Champion, Protector, 
and good Genius. So much affefed 
good-nature (for it was no more) ſo 
captivated the poor deluded Gentle- 
man, that he took their Profeſſions 
for very Goſpel ; defended their Prin- 

ciples, and aſſerted their Honeſty with 


much Warmth and Aflurance, againſt 


any Perſon that dared to attack their 
Integrity with a Doubt. But Time, 
that opens every Thing, brought their 
dark Side to his View, and made him 
ſee the cloven Foot that ſet their Ma- 


chinations a moving : But before that 


happened, Mr. Van was thirteen 
Pounds out of Pocket, and no Body elſe 


a ſingle Fathing. He was now adviſed 
to 
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to get a Copy of their Charter, which 
it was preſumed might be had for 
about fifteen Guineas; but this being a 
conſiderable Sum with our new Tradeſ- 
man, it brought to his Mind the Sub- 
ſcription they had formerly offered, to 
alleviate the Expence. Purſuant to 
which, an Inſtrument had alſo been 
drawn, but lay unexecuted: And being 


now upon the Point of preſſing them 


to ſign it, his Conſcience, or Honour, 
or ſomething elſe, puſhed him back, 
and told him it was rude to diſtruſt 
the Generoſity of ſo many rich Men, 
for ſuch a Trifle as a Guinea a Piece, 
Thus the Subſcription, a thing very 
much talked of, remained only /uper- 

cribed. But the Lawyer, who pre- 


tended to know them better than his 


Client, inſiſted on their being Zyed 


faſt: leſt, according to ancient Ulage, 


they ſhould %% their Necks out of 
the Collar. And indeed he was much 
in the right of it; for neither their 


Words nor their Bonds were worth a 


Wyth 
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Wyth of Willow, the original Halter 
of the ancient Britons. So the ſaid 
Inſtrument was brought by our Hero 


to the Club at the Sign of the unlucky 
Angel, within the Gate; vulgarly 
called the Devil Tavern; where the 


Fraternity met every Night to ſpend 
their four Pence a piece, and ſettle 
the Affairs of the Nation. They 
ſeemed to be in a very good Humour, 
and touched frequently on the Merit 
of Mr. Yan; which made him think 


it no ante nable Time to exhibit his 


Inſtrument : But one of them calling 
out for a Story, and our Hero having 
one at hand that was Apropos, he de- 
ferred the Subſeription, and told them 
the following authentick Tale : 

A Miſer at the point of Death, 
began for the firſt Time, to think of 
another World. This being known 
in Hell, a Legate from thence, 
was ſent to take care of his Soul; 


and ſtrictly charged, to guard N 


him cloſely, for fear of Repentance. 


This 
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This was performed with great Abi- 


lity by continually whiſpering in his 


Ear he would not die theſe ſeven 


Years. Having confirmed him in 


this Belief, the infernal Guardian 
thought his Work done, and ſtole 


| aſide, to take a Nap. In the mean 
time comes the Parſon of the Pariſh, 


as great a Miſer as himſelf, and ſeeing 
he was not likely to make any more 
Intereſt of his Money, perſuaded him 
to leave it to charitable Uſes, and 
make him Executor. The Miſer, 
whoſe Hopes of Heaven were. placed 
in a certain ſaving Saynz That 
Charity covers a Multitude of Sins, 
and intending to make hat his luſt 


Retreat, deſired a Fellow at next 


Door, that made Wills cheap, might 


be called, inſtantly, and ſet to Work. 


But e'er the Executor was named, 'a 
ſpecial Meſſenger from Pluto arrived, 


to ſuffer the dormant Devil to attend 
the Council, and give an Account of 


his Services. He had but juſt time 
to whiſper the Miſer, and few awa' 
VYot ih © D to 
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to Hell. At his Arrival there, the 
whole Republick gave him over for 
loſt. They expected his Damnation 
in ſome filthy Corner for -a thouſand 
Years, at leaſt : But he ſoon diſap- 
pointed their Fears, by letting the 
Emperor know, that notwithſtanding 
the Miſer himſelf was prevented cotn- 
ing thither, he had cultivated the 
Buſineſs of his Imperial Smuttineſs 
much better, by whiſpering the dying 
Man, to place the Truſt in the M— 
and Aldermen. For now, ſays he, we 
are not only ſure of them, but of their 
Succeſſors, allo, for ever. This oc- 
caſioned ſo general a Laughter, that 
Mr. Yan concluded no Time could be 
more proper to preſent the Paper to 
their View ; which, with a good deal of 
Confuſion, he prevailed upon his own 
Modeſty at length to accompliſh. But 
his Confuſion was little, compared to 
that of the Company: They were 


ſtruck dumb, in a Minute. To touch 


the Pockets of ſome Men, is like 
wounding a Nerve, that communi- 
cates 
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cates the Senſe to the Brain in an 
Inſtant. They were ſtabbed to the 
Heart! All dead and motionleſs! 
Vet theſe very Men, bad ſome of 
them promiſed to be five Guineas, 
others ſix, and the Great Man of all 
twenty Pounds; tho' he never was a 
Farthing. Nay, a certain North- 
Country Doctor bragged he would 
be fifty Guineas; which in the End 
amounted exactly to the ſame No 
Sum. 

This general Silence threw Mr, Van 
into a Conſternation, caſter to be con- 
_ ceived than deſcribed. You might 
have felled him with a Feſcue. At 
length he recovered himſelf, and made 
the following Harangue : . 


GENTLEMEN, 


* I am ſorry for the inadvertent 
Step I have taken in the bringing 
this Writing hither. It was entirely 
againſt my Judgment and Will. 
Mr. Goodman the Attorney drew it 

2 in 
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in conſequence of your generous 


Propoſals the laſt time he was con- 
ſulted. And as it was drawn, and 


mult be paid for, I thought I might 


* as well ſhew. it to my Friends, that 
they might approve or reject it. 

* But ſince it has given this univerſal 
* Umbrage, I am grieved to the 
* greateſt Degree, to think I ſhould 
* be guilty of ſuch a Soleciſm in good 
* Manners, as to ſuſpe& the Honour 
and Conſcience of ſo many wealthy, 
* «worthy Perſons! But, as it is done, 


and cannot be recalled, I can only. 


reform my Error by asking Pardon, 
2nd burning the Paper.” And taking 


it from the Table, was going to anni- 


hilate it inſtantly. . 
Great and ſudden Dangers have 
made the Dumb to ſpeak. Atys, the 


tongue-tied Son of King Cræſus, never 


ſpoke a Word in his Life, till he faw 
a Soldier lift up his Sword to kill his 
Father. And /#gles, at the Olympick 
Games, was ſo agitated at the eit 


he eſpied i in one of 5 Wreſtlers, that 
—M 
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it broke the Bridles of his Tongue, 


and made him loquacious to his 
dying Day. Juſt ſo it happened in 
this ſilent Aſſembly: For Solomon 
Skinflint, who never loſt any Thing 
in his Life, not even the Drippings of 
his Noſe; ſeeing a large Sheet of Paper 
that would hold three or four Pair of 
Hoſe, going to be waſted, called out, 
like the Son of King Cre/us, for our 
Hero to hold his Hand ; and the reſt 
of the Company being of the ſame 


| faving Strain, joined in Chorus, to 


obtain a Reprieve. This gives us a 
freſh Opportunity of ſhewing the good 
Nature of this injured Gentleman ; 
who conſented to their Solicitations, 
and ſaved the Paper; whoſe Deſtiny 
was not to be burnt, but worn and 
torn to Pieces, in a Pocket. 

But now, to ſee the Caprice of ſome 


Sort of People! As Mr. Van's Ha- 


rangue took no Notice of his want of 
Money, they thought the /igning of 
this great Piece of Paper would coſt 
them nothing but a little Labour; 
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and might be of uſe, to keep him in 
Countenance, and frighten the Cor- 
poration, .by ſeeing ſo many Coadju- 
tors. So they were now, as forward 
for ſigning, as they were backward 
before. But alas! This Expedient 
was a ſtale and exploded Artifice, that 
their Enemies had ſeen them play 
twenty times; ſo minded it not, well 


knowing, they would as ſoon part 


with their Teeth as their Money, upon 

any Occaſion. But when they came 
to handle the Pen, and ſign indeed, 
another Obſtacle aroſe, who ſhould 
ſign firſt, Says one, it would look 


preſumptuous in me, to begin; and it 


would be an Affront to the Great 
Man ſays another, to fign before him. 
And the Great Man was afraid of 
affronting the Parſon, who was out of 
Town. And another would have it pre- 
ſented to Squire Senex; and another to 
the Lord— knows who. In thort, every 
Body was ready, but no Body would 
| begin. So the firſt Promoter put it 
in his Pocket, and faid he would 

| ſhew 
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ſhew it to Arius, the next Day. But 
never was Ball ſo bandied as this poor 
Paper. Arius was like the Squire, 
and the Squire like the Knight, and 
the Knight like the Knave. No 
Body would ſtand at the Head of a 
Liſt that was to pay Money and re- 
ceive none. Notwithſtanding. theſe 
Delays —— ſanguine Promiſes, that 
colt, the Givers nothing at all, were 
ſtill beſtowed by Dozens. It only 
* reſts upon a Punctilio=-The Bro- 
* therhood are Baſhful—It will be 
done by and by—They can't do 
without you.“ Such were their 


| Speeches, to amuſe our Hero, and 
_— their Naber As ſome of the 


*4 has 


think, and welnh their Unwilingne 
employed him to write the following 
Heroic Poem. 
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WW HEN Treafon rampant firſt grew high, 
And Rogues rebelPd they knew not why; 

And Scottiſb Lairds forſook their Dwelling, 

To ride abroad a Colonelling : + 

Say, Muſe, what helliſh Indignation 

Could move a Midland Co——-n, . 

By no Religious Motives ſway'd, 

The Rights of Sovereigns to invade : 

To leave their Shambles, Shops and Awls, 

Their Forges, Stocking Frames, and Stalls, 

And other dirty Hovels, lurking, 

To come Abroad and ſet up Perkin. 


The rude, o'er-cred'lous Faction bold, 
Of Perkin's Virtues had been told; 
His Valour, Wiſdom, Reformation; 
And wond'rous Kindneſs for the Nation ; 
How he'd renounced the Romiſb Faith, 
And all the Errors that it hath ; 
And for the High Church now would ſtrive 
As much as any P— alive: _ 
And underſtanding he'd ſome Force 
At Pre/ton-proud, of Foot and Horſe, 
That might the loyal Party quell, 
They nick'd the Seaſon to R: 
And by a ſolemn Proclamation 
Declar'd P Perkin's Reſtauration. 


But 
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But Pre/ton-Buſineſs going wrong, 
The * * * * chang'd their Song; 
And from an open, daring Act, 
Their Horns within their Shells retract, 
And diſavow the well-known Fact. 
Laying it on the lower Rout, 

To ſave themſelves a Hanging- Bout. 

So Tyburn, which had groan'd amain, 
Was forced to groan and groan again, 

* And groan, alas! at laſt in vain. 

For when they found the Macs to faulter, 
They wiſely ſlipp'd the well-All'd Halter. 
But ev'ry folb wing Tenth of une; 
They {till reviv'd their fav'rite Tune; 
Drank Healths, and open T * * ſpoke ; 
And pointleſs Jeſts on Brunſwick broke. 
White Roſes wore, and ſung amain, 
The King enjoys his own again. 

The common anniverſary Rites 
Obſerved by all the : 

Well hoping ſome kind Tenth of June, 
Will make them merry to ſome Tune, 
And charm their Idol o'er the Waves, 


* 


f 


To crown the Mirth of. Fools and Knaves. 


Thus Indians, at the Moon's Eclipſe, 
Sing, drum, and dance in antick Leaps; 
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In Hopes to eaſe her fancy'd Pain, 
And bring her to themſelves again. 
With like Devotion both addreſs, | 
But meet not both with like Succeſs. 8 


The Indians yell —— their Moon is ſeen; 
The + * * plot ——and get —— the Spleen. | 


But rowling Snow-balls gather Snow; 
And ſwell the more, the more they go. 
So they, in ſev'ral Vears had got, 
Materials ready for a P : 
Which, by a new and awkward Way, | 
Crawl'd out unfledg'd, and came in play: . | 
Not in the former publick Manner, ö 
When * * * ſtalk'd beneath a Banner; 

„ ? 

But by a Set of Declarations, 
Stuck upon Walls lie Proclamations , 
Which, ſpight of Law and Truth, averr'd 
Their Tool to be K J the Third. 
And that true Churchmen ſhould no more 
Acknowledge G, but h:m reſtore ; 
Who was the Nation's natural P 
In Eighty-eight, and ever ſince. 
Which, being publiſh'd in the Night, 
By Devils, who abhor the Light, 

Was at th* Approach of Morning found, 
In all the public Places round. 


But 


* 
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But much againſt their ExpeQation, 
Inſtead of meeting Approbation, g 
It met a general Rn tation. - 
And they were glad to flink away, | 
Before the riſe of brighter Day ; { 
(For Fiends in Sun-ſhine cannot ſtay) 
And their Inducements to rebel 
Went headlong with themſelves to Hell, 
And only loyal Subjects roſe, 


The helliſh Syſtem to oppoſe; 
And by Expreſs immediate ſent 
The State a Brief of their Intent. 


The Prætor then who bore the Rule, 
Was P * * s moſt eſpecial Tool: 

A groveling Wretch but newly ſprung 
Like Pumpkins, by the Force of Dung, 

To be a buſy, partial Wight, 

And furious plotting 

Whoſe down-caſt Looks do n evince 

His guilty Conſcience ever ſince: 

At length ——Aſs-like, with ſolemn — 


Reluctant left his peddling Stall, 

And took his ſleeping Place i' th Hall 

And calling round his fellow Fools, 
Th' aſſur'd, implicit, Mack-King's Tocis,. 
Began a gloomy, dull Haranging, 

As dull as Felon's going to hanging; 


In. 


1 
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In which he told him his Surptize, 


To ſee no greater Number riſe: 
they muſt invent a Way 


And that 


To clear themſelves, without Delay. 


For if, ſaid he, we're tardy found, 
An Inch will be ſufficient Ground 
To reſt an Ell of Accuſation, 
Againſt ſo High a C 
And thinking we deſerve no Quarter, 
The Court may take away our Charter. 


When this the Humble-Bee had ſaid, 


He held his Tongue and ſcratch'd his Head, 5 


And looked as blue and dull as Lead. 


The next redoubled Sage that ſpoke, 


Th' affrighted Air with Bullying broke! 


Much fam'd for ſpeaking loud and big, 


And murdering of a new-born Pig ; 


Which Nature made in Haſte perhaps, 
Since there was one more Pig than Paps : 


And left it ſhould be ſtarv'd to Death, 


The Wizard ſtopp'd it's Infant Breath, 


Between two Pillows and his Power, 
As Princes whilom in the Tower; 
Who ſaid (with more than uſual Ire) 
J will be doom'd to Hell's hot Fire, 


And feed on Brimſtone ever more, 


If his be laid at our Door. 


We'll 


ö 
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We'll Renee ok blank thro' thick and * 


(For it can never be a Sin, 


When Preſbyterians are to win) 
Before the Rogues ſhall vaunting ſtand, 


And have of us the upper Hand. 


Can't we ſubborn, or terrify 


Great Numbers into Perjury ? 


Put wrong Conſtructions on the Laws, 


To ſerve the C————'s. Cauſe ? 
As by Preſcription we have done, 
For ſeveral Ages paſt and gone? 


And ſhall ſuch ancient Cuſtoms vary, 


Now we're perplex'd with this Quandary ? 
No, no! if you intend to finiſh, 
With Zeal enlarge, but ne'er diminiſh. 


Lay it on them, and ſwear the P li . 


Was by the Whigs themſelves begot, 


To make the Tories go to Pot. 


This impious Scheme, and wild Oration, 
Applauded was with Approbation, 

By all the other nonpluſs'd Drones, 

Who fat before as dull as Stones. 

And having now loſt all their Fears, 

They prick'd once more their Aſſes Ears, 
And gave a general joyful Shout, 

To find _ dafeties out of Doubt. 


The 
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The Libel black 
And that, he had been told by One, 
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The next great Buſinefs was to find 
An evil Agent, to their Mind ; 
Some helliſh, human Inſtrument, 
To put in Action their Intent. 
But Satan when the Witch commands, 
Obſequious at her Elbow ſtands. | 
So they'd an Imp well pac'd in Evil, 
That would out-lie and ſwear the Devil: 
Who ſwore downright at any Rate, 
What e'er the P * * could dictate. 
"Till they had got a Pack of Stuff 
To charge the Whigs with black enough. | 
For he depos'd —— he faw a Party, 
That was among the Whigs moſt hearty, 
Stick up, at Twelve a Clock at Night, 
— by Lanthorn Light : 


That had been told by Taylor- John, 
That One unknown, had found beſh—tten,, 


In his Backſide the Draught foul written. 


With this and other dirty Matter, 
Compounded purely to beſpatter, 
They try d on Them to turn the Tables, 
And make the main appear as Fables z. 
Invented by malicious Brains, 


To bring the Tories into Chains; 


To feel the Power of Quo Warranto's, 


And Loſs of Mace and ſcarlet Manteaus. 


Diſpatches 
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Diſpatches by Expreſs were ſent, 
To pacify the Government: 
A Compoſition new and ftrange, 
To let them ſee the Ethiop's Change; 
Beat up with Sugar, Eggs and Cream, 
To make the Sweetmeat Loyal ſeem ; 
But they were thrown away in Waſte, 
For it had ftill a bitter Taſte, 
And was —— as honeſt Men expected, 
No ſooner ſmelt on — than rejected. 


Not overcome, tho' vanquiſh'd here; 
And willing Some ſhould think em clear; 
To other Methods had recourſe, 

And made the Matter ten times worſe : 
To Falſehood, Truth was ſacrific'd, 
And many Legends advertis'd. 


Juſt as Mr. Van's Muſe had brought 
him to this Place, his Reaſon got the 
Aſcendant of his good Nature, and 
ſhewed him the Meanneſs of the 
People's Souls he was concerned with, 
On which, he reſolved to ſtop his 
Hand, and look Homewards ; and 
not to be the Tool of a Party that had 


not the Heart of a Humble-Bee. 
Purſuant 
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Purſuant to which, he it 1 to 


their Club; and got a Friend to make 
Overtures to the Corporation, to ac- 
commodate. 

This gave them a ſhrewd Alarm; 


their Plot was like a twinkling Snuff, ; 


juſt going out. And they were afraid 
of having it told in Gath, and publiſhed 
in Aſcalon. So a freſh Council was 
called, and the ſigning of the Inſtru- 


ment reſolved on. The firſt Seducer 
was the firſt Signer; and five others. 


followed the Fallacy directly. 


CHAP: 


4 
+ 


the Hands, it was told him 
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c H A P. v. 


Mr. Van goes to Council : The Bene- 
fits he received thereby : Mr. Big- 


belly's Integrity: A Piece of Mu- 

ict, without Notes, by Mr. Van: 
Indicted for Diſcord: Siezed by 
two Savages : The ſingular Modeſty 

of a certain ſad Dog : A Leſſon for 
the Men of Letters. 


HE important Writing in the 

laſt Chapter, being executed, 
it was brought the next Day to Mr. 
Van; and all kinds of Arguments uſed 
to make him perſevere in his Oppo- 
ſition to the Corporation, from whom 
as yet he had received no Anſwer, 
and had ſome Reaſon to believe he 
never ſhould ; which made him liſten 
once more to theſe Hyenas. But 
when he objected to the Fewneſs of 
Mr. 
Bigbelly was a little dubious, and in- 
ſiſted on Counſellor Somebody's Opinion, 
| before 
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before he ſet his Hand ; and that, 
once had, as Mr. Bigbelly was a lead- 
ing Man, the whole Society would 
follow of courſe. This ſeemed ſo 
feaſible, that Mr. Van got the Caſe 
drawn up, and laid before the Coun- 
ſellor for his Opinion; which. altoge- 
ther coſt him no-more than one Pound 
nineteen Shillings, and four Pence ; 
and as it proved in his Favour, twas 
cheap enough : Eſpecially, as it was 
to obtain ſuch a general Conceſſion. 
But notwithſtanding the Money was 
ſo well laid out, and the Cauſe ſo 


clear, Mr. Bigbelly —— befitated (till. 


He pretended then, that being a Win- 
dow-Peeper, &c. he did not know 
bow far it might affect him in his 
miniſterial Capacity; but promiſed— 
upon the Wo- Wo— Wo— Word 
of an honeſt Man and Cuckold, wha 


from the Merits of his Wife had Hope 


in Heaven, he would contribute his 
Guinea; notwithſtanding he ſorbore to 
ſet his Hand to the Vriting. This was 


the ſeventh Guinea; and amounted to 
7 x almoſt 
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almoſt half the Coſts. But under the. 
Ambage of this Fugitive the reſt of the 
Rout ſheltered their Gold: For as he 
refuſed to ſign, who was to lead the 
Multitude, hey ſtrictly ſtuck to the 
Letter of r Promiſe, and had. no 
farther Hand in the Plot. 

Finding Matters ſo muddy „Mr. Van 
grew quite ſick of their Friendſhip, 
but reſolved to keep Terms with them 
as long as poſſible, and get into his 
Hands the Sums ſubſcribed, and other- 
wiſe engaged ; but this laſt proved a 
knotty Bulineſs. He conſtrained him- 
ſelf to call on them time after time 
for ſome Years (the Suit being dropped 
by the Plaintiffs) but all to no Purpoſe: 
Mr. Bigbelly in his old Tone vowed: 
over and over upon the Ha— Ve 
Wo— Ford of a Chriſtian, he never 
intended to be one Farthing. Mr. 
Hubble- bubble the Brewer (tho* a Sub- 
fcriber) faid and perſiſted in the ſame 
to the Day of his Death. And the 
reſt, ſaving one, ſung or ſaid the ſame 
doleful Ditty to the End of the Chap- 


ter © 
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ter: So that Mr. Yan was forced to 
take Phy/ick of one, dear Linen of ano- 
ther, and good Words of the Reſidue, 
to hedge in the Molc-hill of this 
mountainons Subſcription. 

In the mean Time Mr. Van was 
in a thriving Way; his Trade en- 
creaſed every Vear, and he began to 
be reckoned a ſubſtantial Shopkeeper, 
notwithſtanding the IIl- nature of the 
Corporation-People, who thwarted 
him all they could, and were ſo im- 
pudent as to call Cuſtomers out of his 
Shop, and enjoin them not to deal 
with a Perſon that refuſed to buy his 
Freedom; which with the ignorant 
Gothamites, is equal to Atheiſm or 
Presbytery. One, whoſe temporary 
Power was declining to his original 
Nothingneſs, was more ſpiteful than 
all the reſt, and cauſed Mr. Van to be 
ſued ſix times for refuſing the great 
Honour of the Burgerſhip. And tho” 
the Daſtards did not dare to bring 
their Actions to a Trial, the Litigation 


and Defence was Expenſive to our 
| | 35 Hero A 


N 
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"es 4 provoked his Genius to 
remember the Promoter 1 in the fol- 
lowing Manner. 


On the expiring Honour of Alder- 


man SPITEFUL. 
Sic tranſit Gloria Mundi. 


Iden haughty Men are mounted high, 
They ſcorn the Means they mounted by. 


FROM Glories that ſhine not, and Pomps of 


the World, 
A Man of Small Honour by Time is down 
hurl'd; 
From a Point of Juſtice to ſit on a Cricket; 
From perching in Publick, to hide in a Thicket; 
From being a * Gentleman, Juſtice, and M—, 
To ſell like a paultry Pedlar, Hard-ware; 
O Funo / whence comes this ſtrange Change 
to our Hero? 
Say, Juno, we pray 
appear O 
The Wretches Impiety loudly abe 
That Mortals forewarned may from thence- 
forth take Care. 


that the Truth may 


The 


* Gentleman is a Title aſſumed and wrote after the Names 
of Tradeſmen, during the Time they are Juſtices in a Corpo- 
ration. 
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The Goddeſs that gives Domination and 

Power, 

Tremendous thus ſpoke from her heavenly 
Bower: 

The Tool that you mention, a ae was 
grown 

To every Fribe upon Earth, but his own. 

Toyrannick in Power, triumphant in Ill, 

He trampled on Reaſon, and govern'd by Will. 

* Ungrateful to thoſe by whoſe Beams he 

| had ſprung, 

From Obſcurity, Slavery even from Dang, 

W hoſe Parallel only in Ivy is found, 

That frequently murders the Tree it runs 


round, 
Tho' it rears it and keeps its weak Arms 


from the Ground. 
By Artifice ſhameful he-ſtole Reputation, 
And ſhone in the Shade of a dull C—<; 
Whoſe Indolence let him ſtep up to the . 
And (for want of a worſer to fill it) be M 
Where, ignorant, arrogant, bigotted Spicht, 
Conſpired to make him an eminent Wight; 


To 


* His Father was a Stable-Boy to Baron C----'s Father, 
who put him to a Trade, and thereby laid the firſt Stone of the 
Son's Grandeur, which to requite, he always voted againſt him 
— he ſtood for a Burgeſs to n the 1 in 
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To lord it with Impudence over his Betters, 

And read them Law lectures, that did not know 
Letters; 

To torture thoſe Laws for to ſerve his Dean 5 

And crucify thoſe that would not be his 


Friends: 

To baniſh rea, that Goddeſs ſo fair, 

For the grinning old Hag whoſe Head has 
no Hair, 

But Millions of Serpents — that hiſs and 
curl there ; | 

Whoſe Influence help'd him to patch up the 

Plot; 
Then judge if his Fall be untimely or not. 


This iritated the quondam Magi- 
ſtrate's Revenge, and as he had ſeve- 
ral Relations in the Adminiſtration, 
they reſolved to indict the Author at 
the Aſſizes for a Libel, by virtue of a 
pretended Power called Iunuendo, the 
moſt uncertain and arbitrary of any 
in the World. Accordingly themſelves 
being always the G (a 
ſhameful Cuſtom in C s) they can 
find Bills for what they pleaſe, within 
the Law or without, and equally em- 


barraſs the Defendant; who in ſuch 
Caſes 


I ˖˖ 
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Caſes is obliged to clear himſelf, and 
at his own Expence. For Indictments 
being at the Suit of the King, (who 
pays no Coſts) a Man is little the bet- 
ter for being acquitted, ſince his Pocket 
mult pay for the Evidence of his In- 
nocency. This was our Cheeſemon- 
ger's Caſe, they found a Bill againſt 
| him for Libelling on Saturday Night, 
| and on the Morrow got the J 
Warrant to make him enter into Re- 
cognizance to appear at the next A—, 
Accordingly, two Conſtables, tho' it 
was Sunday, and late in the Night, 
came to arreſt him; and being denied 
Entrance, broke open the Door, and 
did their Office, Mr. Van making no 
Reſiſtance; and would have let them 
in, without the Storm of his Caſtle, 
had not the only honeſt Man in the 
Town apprized him but half an 
Hour before, of their intended Miſ- 
chief, and adviſed him to let them do 
| as they did ; well knowing it contrary 
| to an * Act of Parliament, that pro- 
| Bs hibits 
| * 29th Ch, II. Chap. 7. 
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hibits any ſuch Proceſs as that, to be 
ſerved on a Sunday. And another 


that forbids the breaking open of any 


Man's Houſe, unleſs for Treaſon, 
Felony or Breach of the Peace. But ſo 
lawleſs were the Fautors, and ſo active 
their Malice, that they regarded Acts 


of Parliament no more than they did 


Civility, or common Humanity, which 


they had no notion of ; when their 
favourite Freedom was in queſtion, 
The Town was in an Uproar pre- 
ſently; every one being glad to ſee the 

grand Enemy of the C-— hobbled 
at laſt. One of the Conſtables who 
had been whipped out of a marching 
Regiment, and now kept an ordinary 
Ale-houſe, took the Priſoner to his 
Cabbin, and there detained him all 
'Night ; not ſuffering him to go to 
Bed ; nor any friendly Acquaintance 
to go near him ; not even his Ator- 
ney, for a great While. And had the 
Impudence to intercept and open every 
Letter that came to him, from his 
Council, his Wife and all other Per- 

Vor, I. E ſons, 
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' ſons. Four Fellows were hired to 
guard him, at half a Crown a Man; 


upon a Prefumption he would be 
obliged to pay them. Who being 
Freemen, and ignorant, raſcally Fel- 
lows, inſulted him in the vileſt man- 
ner. No Highwayman or Houſe- 
breaker could be treated worſe, con- 
tinually taunting and teaſing him with 
reſpect to his paſt or preſent Condi- 
tion. They called for Drink as if the 
Devil was in them; and the Landlord 
and his Wife ſcored with both Hands, 
as part of his Puniſhment, not dream- 
ing but the Debt would lie at his Door; 
but they found themſelves ſtrangely 
miſtaken, in both 1 
Mr. Van, according to the Tenor of 
the Warrant, inſiſted on being taken 
before the who granted it, im- 
mediately after the Caption, and re- 
peated the ſame very early in the 
Morning, but they knew it would 
anſwer better to make a Shew of him, 
and for that Purpoſe kept him *till two 
a Clock in the Afternoon; by which 
time, 
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time, the Concourſe of People that 
came to ſee him, had quite emptied 
the Cellar, and put more Money in 
the Landlord's Pocket than he had 
ſeen for ſeven Years before. During 
this Interval Mr. Yan tent for his pre- 
tended Friends, but none of them 
would come near him. Mr. Bigbelly 
had not Breath enough to walk ſo far, 
being upwards of torty Yards; Mr. 
Strong was lame of the Gout ; Polj- 
pbeme was afraid of his odd Eye; and 


every one elſe had their ſeveral Ex- 


cuſes. At laſt he thought of the 
Doctor, who a few Minutes before his 
Confinement had generouſly offered 
to ſubſcribe fifty. Guineas towards the 
Demolition of the reigning Ruler : 
But alas! It was * Tempora Mutantur. 
He ordered the Meſſenger to ſay, he 
was not at home: And meeting ano- 
the ſimple Fellow of ſome ſmall For- 
tune, that had formerly received many 
Favours of Mr. Yan, and had now 

E 2 _ Good- 


* Times are changed, 
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Goodneſs enough of Heart to make 
him an offer of his Service by way of 
Retaliation; he ſtopped him, and 
raiſed ſo many frightful Ideas in the 
honeſt weak Mind of the Man, that 
he never came near his Benefactor, 
"till he wanted another good Dinner, a 
[| Fortnight after, and revealed with Con- 
trition the monſtrous Treachery of the 
Man-midwife. Whilſt this was doing, 
the Perſon that thought himſelf libel- 
ed, had the Impudence to go to the 
[ J „and tell him he ſhould inſiſt 
| upon ten thouſand Pounds Bail; 
E - thinking thereby to ſend our Hero to 
i | Gaol for want of Sureties, For ten 
thouſand Pounds is a. Sum that few 
Folks would care to be anſwerable for, | 
even for a Brother, or a Father. But } 
the good , notwithſtanding he's | 
ſo much celebrated for his Equanimity, 
was a little moved at the Audacity of 
the rude Fellow that dared to direct [ 
him, and ſaid, he ſhould do what was C 

| Lawful and Right. But this Check 
ä 
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had ſo little effect upon him, that 
when Mr. Van went to be bailed, he 
had the Aſſurance to obtrude his rueful 
Phiz on him again, to except to the 
Bail, becauſe he did not know them 
(a moſt wile and ſubſtantial Reaſon) 

ſoon let him know, 
that he had no Power to do any ſuch 
Thing ; and forced him to leave the 


Room, Re infecta; which in Engh/h 


is black in the Face. 


And here I have room to tell my 
Readers, that whenever I have made 
a motley Language of it, and mixed 
hard Words with Engh/h, J have 
hitherto, and always ſhall, put the 
Interpretation of them at the Bottom 
of the Page, if they are not conſtrued 
in the Text. And if every Writer 
would do the fame, they would be 
more generally underſtood. For.where 


one Reader underſtands Latin, there's 
a hundred that knows nothing of the 
Matter; and yet may know their 


Mother Tongue well enough to un- 


E 7 derſtand 
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derſtand any thing that's written in it: 
Eſpecially if they have the Help of an 
Engliſb Expolitor ; which no Reader 
ignorant of Latin ought to be without. 
And if they are poor, and can go but 
to a ſmall Expence, I would recom- 
mend Cole to them, if they can get 
him; who of all the Dictionaries I 
have ſeen of the Kind, tho' many had 
him to follow, remains paramount 
for good Senſe and Inſtruction. In- 
Indeed, he does not deicend like 
Martin, to the explanation of Sure, 
Suck, Such, Sue, Suet, Suffer, Name, 
Nail, Nature, Naked, Narrow, Nice, 
Naſty, Naught, Navel, Need, Never, 
Nettle, and a thouſand ſuch Words, 
as Children of four Years old can tell 
us the Meaning of : But every Word 
that wants Explication is there to be 
found, You have alſo there the true 

way of ſpelling Engh/h: By which 
Standard or ſome ſuch another, all 
Compolitors ſhould regulate their fu- 


ture Conduct, for ever. And not 
maim 
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maim our Language as they do at this 
Day, by leaving out Letters in many 
Words, and making them perfect 
Latin: as the U in Labour, Rigour, 
Vigour, and a great Number more in 
the Life of Socrates; or elſe reducing 
them to Nonſenſe, as in theſe Verbs, 
Lack, Lick, Lock, Suck, Sack, Stock, 
and many more, by ſtriking off the 
K; ſince in the Participle they will 
be laced inſtead of /ached; liced in- 
ſtead of hiched,; loced inftead of /oched ; 
ſuced, inſtead of ſucked; ſaced in- 
ſtead of /acked; ſtoced inſtead of flocked: 
and in Luck by leaving out the &, the 
Adjective will be Lucy, inſtead of 
Lucky. About ſeventy Years ago, 
Mr. Dryden with great Pains and In- 
genuity brought the Erng/i/þ Language 
to Perfection; and on that Model, it 
reſted 'till lately; but ought to have 
reſted there, for ever. Our Language 
ought to be ſacred and unalterable, 
like the Median Laws, For if we 
admit of Innovations, we ſhall ſoon 
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run into Confuſion; and write as many 
different Ways as we did in the Days 
of Henry the VIII, when the Word 
Tron, was ſpelt Iron, Torn, Torne, Tourn, 
Jrone, Non, Yiern, Yorne, Eyron, 
Eyorne and Eyourne, for want of a 
Standard to ſpell true, by. And ſhall 
we now, when we have a Standard 
as old as a Man's Age, ſubmit to the 
whimfical Alterations of every Journey- 
man Printer, that has a mind to palm 


a Novelty upon us? 


The firſt Deviation of Note was in 
the Word Money, in Mr. Addiſon's 
Time ſpelt Mony. This, ſomebody 
thought neceſſary to alter, to ſhew it 
was the Offspring of Moneta. As well 
they might have added an : to Debt, 
and made it Debit, and ſo of many 
others. The next Alteration was in 
Dutcheſs and Ballance , by leaving out 
the c in the firſt, and making it 
French, inſtead of Engh/h; and one 
of the /'s in the laſt, to make it Ba- 


lance: Tho' it's well known to be 
com- 
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compounded of Ball and Lance, and 
wants rather the Addition of an /, than 
a Diminution. The Trones or Thrones 
as they are called in the North, and 
in London a Stilliard, with a Ball and 
a Lance or Lever, being the original 
of Ballance. Here, indeed, Brevity 
may be pleaded; but the fame Plea 
will not hold for the Alteration of 
Chymiſt to Chemiſt ; purſue to per- 

ſue, &c. | 
And if for the Sake of Brevity 
we ſubmit to this Alteration of our 
Language, we ſhall loſe great Part of 
our Letters, to the no little Loſs of 
the Printers themſelves; as a Copy 
may be reduced to a Book of two 
Thirds the Bulk, by writing Ma in- 
ſtead of May; ſted, in the room of 
flead ; Det, for Debt; Ple, for Plea ; 
Adition, for Addition; Comanment, 
for Commandment, and a thouſand 
more. But what will become of our 
Erymologies, then? Old Men will 
forget to read, I was at a Loſs myſelf 
E 5 lately 
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lately by ſecing in a publick Paper 
the crippled Word Foreloc, written 
for Forelock. A Word is known by its 
complex Form, as much, if not more, 
than by its Syllables; as is evident by 
a bad written Letter, penned by one 
that can't Spell; which will be ille- 
gible to a good Reader, that depends 
upon the true Form of the Words ; 
and yet be intelligible to a Servant- 
maid, or one that is ignorant of Spel- 
ling, by the Sounds of the Syllables, _ 
adapted to their own Underſtanding. 
This will be the caſe with us all, by 
and by, if we depart from the Stan- 
dard that has kept its Place ſince the 
Days of Dryden, *till lately. Now, 
ſuppoſing we could find no original 
Footſteps in any other ancient Lan- 
guage for ſome of our moſt uſual 
Words, are they any thing the worlſe ? 
No; perhaps they may be Originals 
oees, and borrowed of none. 
Beſides, if we endeavour to regulate 
our Language by Antiquity, we _ 
taKe 
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take our Meaſures, from the Scots, 
who ſpeak older Engliſb than we do 
by four hundred Years. Yerflegan, 
ſhews us by a ſmall Specimen, that 
we write no more like our Forefathers 
than the Dutch like us. The Word 
Lord is a Corruption of Hlaford ; 
Lady, of Hleafdian; Light, of Leoght, 
Law, of Lage; Guile, of Geal; Fa- 
ther, of Feader, &c. 

Will any Man in his Senſes plead 
for the Reſtitution of ſuch obſolete 
Words as theſe? The beſt way is to 
ſtick by what we have, no Matter 
whence 1t comes, ſince Cuſtom has 
made it authentick. To illuſtrate 
the Uſefulneſs of ſuch a Standard, I 
ſhall mention one thing more, well 
known to thouſands : It a Londoner 
goes into the moſt Weſtern or Nor-. 
thern Counties of this Kingdom, he 
will not be able to underſtand above 
two Words in three, of what the 
People ſay; but the Country Folks 
at the fame Time will underſtand 

the 
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the Londoner, perfectly. This ſeems 


a Paradox; but 'tis owing to that 
univerſal School-book the Bible, which 
they learn to read and underſtand, 


tho' they ſpeak not the Language 


therein, ſo frequently as their own 
Dialect. 
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Mr. Van is admitted to Bail : In- 
fulted: His Return: His Guards 
rewarded : The Character of one 
of the Conſtables : Loſes his Trade : 
Compromiſes the Diſpute: Depoſits 
his Money, to ſecure the Agreement: 
Is bilked of it : Another Piece of 
Treachery : The Death of his Wife: 
A Copy of her Will : The fingular 
Manner of her Interment. 


R. Yan being bailed, and once 
again at Liberty, the Freemen 
of Gotham who expected he would 


be hanged, that very Aſſizes, were 


now, ready to hang them/eFves. For 
the word Indictment being ſo com- 


monly joined with criminal Matters, 


and the Signification of the word Libel 


ſo little underſtood, the Vulgar, who 


uſually run away with the firft Scent, 
ſuppoſed it to be ſome capital Crime. 
Thus 


- LEH le CA its; 
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Thus having loſt a Holiday and their 


Revenge, they railed on the] 
and called hin! Fanatick, Presbyterian, 
Jacobite, one of the Rump Parlia- 
ment, Bigot, Zealot, Puritan, and 
ſuch ſort of Names, that they had 
often heard, but never — the 
Meaning of. Indeed he had left the 
Town and was out of Ear-ſhot ; and 


no one was honeſt or bold enough to 


ſend him word of it, leſt they ſhould 
be diſgraced with the Title of Infor- 
mers. At length their Aſſurance em- 
boldened them to inſult Mr. Yan him 
ſelf, ſo that he could not paſs the 
Streets in quiet: Not that any of them 
dared to do it to his Face, but would 
call to him after he was paſt, or from 
their Windows; and others, more 
daſtardly ſtill, not daring - to do it 
themſelves, would ſet on their Wives 
and Children. But like a truly-great 


Man, he walked forwards and took 


little Notice of them or their Speeches. 


But his Muſe, who was ſomething leſs 
manly, 
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manly, made the following extempore 
Flight, which he afterwards commu- 


nicated to a Friend, or at leaſt a pre- 
tended one, that ſeemed to reſent ſuch 


 inurbanick Treatment. 


When mungrel Curs the Maſtiff dare aſſail, 

Regardleſs of their Snarls, he turns his Tail; 

With Marks of Scorn he ſpurns the duſty 
Ground, 

Uplifts his Leg and ſcatters Piſs around: 

Inſtinctive Emblem of a juſt Diſdain, 

By Nature giv'n, to correct the Vain. 

Thus I - contemn the baſe ignoble Ire 

Of ſuch mean Wretches, as I do a Liar, 

Sooner ſhall Eagles abdicate the Skies, 

And deign to catch at Gnats and feed on 

| | Flies; 

Sooner ſhall Tygers fly from Fields and Woods, 
And ſeek their Dwellings in the briny Floods, 
Than I'Il reply or waſte a ſingle Word; 
Or ſtain with them, my Cudgel or my Sword! 


Amongſt the many ſuch Inſults as 
he daily met with, he was accoſted 
one Evening by two of his Guards, 

who 


— . ůů 
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who made a wretched, but impudent 
Remonſtrance of the Hardneſs of their 
Condition, in being forced to ſit up 
all Night with him, and made unfit 
for Labour the next Day, and be at 
length unpaid: Whereas they were 
promiſed by the People in Power, 


half a Crown a Man; therefore they 


hoped, and thought Mr. Yan, could 


do no leſs, than pay them himſelf, as 
they fat up and loſt their Time on his 


Account. Now this Requeſt being 
Something reaſonable, and Mr. Van's 
Generoſity full. as extenſive, he recol- 
lected their former Behaviour, and 
took the Premiſes into Conſideration ; 
and finding them deſerving of ſome 
Reward, appointed them and their 
Compeers to meet him the next Day, 
at a publick Houſe, where ſome little 
Regard was paid to his Merit, on ac- 
count of ſome ſmall matter of Monies 


he had ſpent there, to the amount of 


threeShillings a Week, or thereabouts, 
for ſome Years; for the Folks brewed 
good Ale. ; 


At 
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At the Hour appointed, they all 
met; the one Side longing to give, 
and the other to receive, expecting 

more Money than four half Crowns, 
and a Treat in the Bargain. Now 
you muſt know, gentle Reader, that 
Mr. Van was very much diſtinguiſhed 
among the Curious, for his extraordi- 
nary Skill in ſelecting, chuſing, cutting 
and trimming a ſmooth, ſtraight, tough, 
elaſtick, well-grown ſort of a walking 
Stick; one of which he now wore or 
bore about him, at this Time, 
on purpoſe that his four Friends might 
have the Pleaſure of knowing his Abi- 
lities that way; for being very libe- 
ral, as we hinted before, he not only 
afforded them a of View it, but alſo let 
them feel it, and ſee in what manner 
he could handle it, a Favour not af- 
forded to every one; which was ſol- 
dierly, ſtrongly, actively and conti- 
nually ; that is for half an Hour 
not for ever, as ſome might ſuppoſe, 


In ſhort, he went thro' the ſeveral Ex- 
erciſes 
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erciſes of it very amply, and gave his 
Guardians as much as they deſired ; 
and fo ſatis factory was their Entertain- 
ment, that they took their Leaves 
without remembering the Money they 
came for: Not that they were better 
pleaſed with the Treat than he that 
gave it, who's Delight was in doing 
Good, and would have extended his 
Careſſes, but that he feared their Ca- 
pacities would render the reſt quite 
needleſs. And tho' they had been a 
little ilt-bred when laſt in his Com- 
pany, their Report ever after did his 
free Behaviour juſtice, in all Com- 
panies, as they always ſpoke of it with 
great Emphaſis. He has often been 
ſorry that the two Conſtables never 
afforded him the like Opportunity of 
expreſſing his Gratitude to them, eſpe- 
cially the Cooper. This Fellow with- 


out a Shilling in the World, and no 


more Vears on his Head than an Aſs 
at twenty, had the Aſſurance to make 
Love to a grave, motberiy- Maiden, of 
fifty-three, who, with her Siſter, had 


lain 
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lain in the lame Embraces of a gouty 
Shopkeeper, more than half of the 
Time ; and at his Deceaſe, made them- 
ſelves Heirs and Executors to his 
Goods and Chattles, Lands and Tene- 
ments, to the amount of five hundred 
Pounds and upwards. 'This pure 
Virgin, having been heretofore but in 
the Poſſeſſion of half a Man, began 
to lick her Lips at this Stripling, in 
hopes of having a whole one ſome 
time or other, if nothing ſtopped his 
Growth. The other Siſter, who by 
her joint Labours was entitled to a 
Moiety of the Money, was ſo com- 
plaiſant as to follow her kind Keeper 
in a ſhort Space, and leave Miſs 
Bounce-about her Copartner in full 
Poſſeſſion of their new acquired For- 
tune; which ſhe the next Week af- 
terwards beſtowed upon this 23 
dandy; who was then a ſtaunch 
Whig; but being thus enriched, and 
thriſting after Honour, he had juſt 
turned — to qualify him for a 

common 
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erciſes of it very amply, and gave his 
Guardians as much as they deſired ; 


and fo ſatisfactory was their Entertain- 


ment, that they took their Leaves 
without remembering the Money they 
came for: Not that they were better 
Pleaſed with the Treat than he that 
gave it, whois Delight was in doing 
Good, and would have extended his 
Careſſes, but that he feared their Ca- 
Pacities would render the reſt quite 
needleſs. And tho' they had been a 
little ilt-bred when laſt in his Com- 
pany, their Report ever after did his 
free Behaviour juſtice, in all Com- 
panies, as they always ſpoke of it with 
great Emphaſis. He has often been 
ſorry that the two Conſtables never 
afforded him the like Opportunity of 

exprefiing his Gratitude to them, eſpe- 
cially the Cooper, This Fellow with- 
out a Shilling in the World, and no 


more Years on his Head than an Aſs 


at twenty, had the Aſſurance to make 
Love to a grave, motherly-Maiden, of 


fifty=three , who, with her Siſter, had 


lain 
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lain in the lame Embraces of a gouty 
Shopkeeper, more than half of the 
Time; and at his Deceaſe, made them- 
ſelves Heirs and Executors to his 
Goods and Chattles, Lands and Tene- 
ments, to the amount of five 3 

Pounds and upwards. This pur 
Virgin, having been heretofore but in 
the Poſſeſſion' of half a Man, began 
to lick her Lips at this Stripling, in 
hopes of having a whole one ſome 
time or other, if nothing ſtopped his 
Growth. The other Siſter, who by 
her joint Labours was entitled to a 
Moiety of the Money, was ſo com- 
plaiſant as to follow her kind Keeper 
in a ſhort Space, and leave Miſs 
Bounce about her Copartner in full 
Poſſeſſion of their new acquired For- 
tune; which ſhe the next Week af- 
terwards beſtowed upon this Facka- 
dandy; who was then a ſtaunch 
Whig ; but being thus enriched, and 
thriſting after Honour, he had juſt 
turned to qualify him for a 
„ common 
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common man, being already 
{ſtepped into Office, and arrived at the 
Conſtable-ſhip. And as new Con- 
verts in Religion are always more 
ſtrenuous than old ones, ſo raw Poli- 
ticians are always more fierce, ſnarl- 
ing and curriſh than ripe ones, con- 
fiderably. For as they begin late, 


they think it their Duty to double 


their Diligence, and bite twice in a 
Place, tho? ever ſo fore. So this Fel- 
low's Malice and want of Breeding 
(having never eat Oat) had ſignalized 

themſelves in ſuch a manner, as made 
him moſt worthy of Mr. Van's Libe- 
rality. ee 5 

After Mr. Van's pretended Friends 
had thus left him in the Lurch, they 
could not for ſhame approach his Shop, 
nor look him in the Face without 
Confuſion ; I won't ſay bluſhing, leſt 
I ſhould wrong their Colour and Con- 
ſciences, which are both caſe-hardened, 
and fit for Buſineſs of any kind. The 


Whigs Cuſtom being loſt, and the 
Tories 


| 
| | 
. 
| 
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Tories never got, and the No- party 
in the Country ſtanding at Bay, either 
for fear of the High- party the Magi- 
ſtrates, or the Low- party their Ma- 
ſters, Mr. Van uſed very aptly to com- 


Fon himſelf to a Dog with a Clog at 


is Tail, which not only Men and 


Boys, but even Dogs, his fellow Crea= 
tures of the ſame kind, will run after 


and worry, becauſe he's in Diſtreſs. 
The C—— Malice was leſs blameable 


| becauſe they ſtuck to their Principles, 


but for the other Party, that had brought 
him into this Dilemma, to ſlight him 
now, was a Crime that wants a Name. 
Ingratitude will no more reach it 
than Falſhood : So we muſt place it 
under common Heads, and ſay, twas 
baſe! cruel ! barbarous! inhuman! 
hell/h Treatment! For which may 


all their ill-got Wealth that they have 


ſtarved the whole Country to accu- 


mulate, be ſquaudered abroad by 


— = 


their Sons and Daughters, before their 


wrinkled, careful Faces, in the fame 


Number 


, — 
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Number of Days as they have laboured 


Years, in Rapine, Toil and Avarice 


to hoard! May they live to ſee their 
Iſſue, like their Grandfires, without 
Shoes and Stockings ; and their new 
Purchaſes, be purchaſed again by the 
Iſſue of the old Owners, and them- 
ſelves be glad to conform to the 
Church, from which they unrighte- 
ouſly fled, to qualify them for a ſtarv- 
ing Maintenance in one of the Hoſpi- 
tals, or be ſent to the Work-houſe. 
Mr. Van's Shop being now trade- 
leſs, and himſelf falling, tis ſurpriſing 
how ready every one was to puſh him 


down. Both Town and Country 


viewed him as a Prodigy, notwith- 
ſtanding his Behaviour had always been 
honeſt, noble, amiable and affable. 


He ran into no one's Debt, paid the 


beſt Price for every Thing he pur- 
chaſed, and hoarded nothing, but 
what was ſufficient to keep the Wolf 
from the Door. Indeed a pretty deal 


had been ſpent in Law ; for the C 
had 
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had brought fix Actions againſt him, 
and otherwiſe diſtreſſed him, to the 
amount of two hundred Pounds, at 
different Times, and as he lived well, 
tis no wonder he was not rich. Yet 
he was reputed ſo by the World, and 
as he had enough, he conld not be 
called poor. Thus, friendlefs and 
oppreſſed, with the Weight of Ingra- 
titude, he longed very much for the 
next Affizes, to free himſelf from 
Bondage, that he might be at Liberty 
to leave a Place of ſo much BASE- 
NESS. But before that Period, he 
was informed, that if he would leave 
the Town, the Proſecutor would drop 
the Proſecution. This was ſo agree- 
able to our Hero, that he made Over- 
tures to accommodate, immediately, 
upon their own Terms; in conſe- 
quence of which, a Meeting was made, 
and the Matter was compromiſed, 
upon Conditions that ſeemed very eaſy 
and fair. But it was Mr. Van's inſe- 
perable Deſtiny always to be deceived: 

He 
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He imagined every Body honeſt like 
himſelf, and found no Body 
ſo. The C ſuffered in Reputa- 
tion ; therefore to ſave Appearances, 
it was propoſed that he ſhould ſub- 
mit to a formal Reparation, of ſome 
very eaſy Kind; and alſo depoſit in 
the M Hands, the Sum of ten 
Pounds, for ſome nameleſs Purpoſes, 
and give his Attorney two Guineas, 
and a Note to pay his Agent alſo, 
five Pounds and ſeventeen Shillings 
more ; and fign ſomething that they 
called a Recantation, and had ready 
drawn. This laſt occafioned a long 
Demurrer on the Side of Mr. Yan, 
who reſolutely perſiſted in the Refuſal, 
till after the moſt ſolemn Stipulation, 
that it ſhould not be publiſhed, nor 
yet ſhown, to more than ſix Per- 
ſons. All which ſeveral Sums of 
Money aforeſaid, were to be re- 
turned to our Hero, upon his Petition 
for that Purpoſe. Purſuant to which 
the M——'s Attorney brought him 


the 
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the Form thereof, which the Mi— 
preſented himſelf at the next common 
Hall, where an Order was made, that 
a Committee of eight Perſons ſhould 
ſend for Mr. Van to the Tavern, in a 
handſome manner, and repay him his 
Money. But fo inveterate was the 
Malice of ſome of the Committee, 
that they refuſed to join, or had fo 
deſigned it, originally, to wrong him ; 
for from that Time to this Hour, they 
never returned him a Half-penny ; to 
the great Scandal and Diſhonour of 
ſuch a Body, and the Pub/ick Faith. 
The Recantation was interpolated with 
many falſe Facts, and printed pre- 
ſently ; and many hundreds of Copies 
thruſt into the Hands of every Body ; 
contrary to the moſt ſolemn Engage- 
ments; on purpoſe to injure him in 
his Trade and Reputation ; if it were 
poſſible to wound them further. But 
a great Man will be a great Man ſtill, 
in all Degrees and Stations. It moved 
him no more than the barking of a 
tew yelping Curs; but broke the 
Vor. II. F Heart 
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Heart of his Wife. She could not 
bear to ſee her Hero deſerted by the 
Whigs, his pretended Friends, cheated 
by the Tories, his pretended recon- 
ciled Enemies, and diſregarded by 
every Body elſe: His Pocket picked, 
his Reputation torn, his Trade loſt, 
and himſelf a By-word. Indeed, the 
Fright ſhe received from the Con- 
itables at breaking the Door, and the 
many cheruping Reinforcements ſhe 
afterwards uſed to keep up her Spirits, 
contributed not a little to haſten her 
End. Being. ſenſible of Death, and 
having imbibed ſomething Heroical 
from her Husband, ſhe defired he 
would bury her in fome Field, Com- 
mon, or Highway ; or hang her up in 
a Tree for the Crows to eat, .rather 
than inhume her among ſuch Can- 
nibals as ſhe had unhappily lived with, 
too manny ſorrowful Years. 

As our Hero loved his Wife, and 
he had now no other Friend to im- 
part his Mind to, nor help him at a 
dead lift, it awoke the conſtant Calm 


that 
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that hitherto remained unruffled and 
ſerene. He remembered her laſt Re- 
queſt, and was reſolved to comply with 
it, that the Pariſh might not be a 
Farthing the better for his Loſs. Ac- 
cordingly, deſpiſing worldly Rules and 
old Women's Fancies, he tied her up 
in a Blanket, and by the help of four 
Porters put her into a Boat, an Hour 
after Midnight; and then diſmiffing 


the Bearers, he 8 down the Rr 


to a deep Place, and faſtening ſome 
Stones to her Head and Feet, threw 
her over the Boat, and buried her at 
the Bottom. He he got out, and the 
Boat drove down the Stream to a Mill, 
about a Mile below, where it was taken 
up and reſtored to the Owner ; and 
Mr. Van in deep Mourning, bro! ght 
home a heavy Heart and himſelf, to 
his own hateful Houſe, an Hour before 
Day-light ; where he had a terrible 
Conflict with the poor Children, who 
wanted to know what was become of 
their Mother, whom they heard hur- 
ried out of the Houſe, after they were 
” 2 111 


FGG „ 1 
Py * * * 


— tpn” 35 of tier WG Ge Ui one At ett KEE hour wr tier «fits Caf 


: 


100 Tue LIFE or 
in Bed. The afflicted Parent had 
much ado for Tears, to tell them 
ſhe was buried. This, inſtead of ap- 
peaſing, aggravated their Grief. They 
took it to Heart and cried bitterly, 
that they were not ſuffered to follow 
her Corps in Cavalcade to the Grave. 
Mr. Van having no more Cuſto- 
mers, his own Family fell upon the 
Cheeſe. and Bacon in a hoſtile Man- 
ner, and deſtroyed them Piece-meal]. 
Not that they thought the ſaid Cheeſe 
and Bacon in any Fault by their not 
being ſold, but becauſe they were 
Natives of that baſe County, that 
ſeemed to threaten nothing leſs than 
their Deſtruction ; and by reaſon the 
latter when alive, were related to ſome 
of the tip-top Families, who are as 
much celebrated for their Grunting, 
as the Dogs in Derby ſpire are for * 
Singing. 
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Mr. Van's Politicks : Cries a Sale of 
his Goods: Loſes his Eflate : Sets out 
for the L—d knows where ; 
Meets with the L—d knows who — 
O two Palmers: Their Hiſtories 
and Reward. 


URING the Deſtruction of 
the Cheeſe and Bacon aforeſaid, 
at Mouth-Mill, by the ſeveral Sets of 
Ivory Grinders employed for that Pur- 
poſe, Mr. Van ſeemed reſtleſs, uneaſy, 
vindictive and political : he foumda | 
fect in the Heart of the Conſtitution, 
and was reſolved, if poſſible, to cure 
C 's, by ſending the following 
Letter to a _ Man in the H 
of C 


SIR, 
Finding by the printed Votes that 


a Bill is ordered into Parliament, 
for the Regulation of of 
$9 P—, 
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P , and that you are one of the 
worthy Members appointed to pre- 
pare and bring in the ſame, I have 
made bold to trouble your Honour, 
as one of the moſt diſtinguiſhed 
Patriots not only in that Aſſembly, 
but in all Great Britain, with a 
few indigeſted Hints in the Cauſe 
of LIBERTY. 
As I am entirely unknown to 
you, Sir, the Preſumption of this 
Attempt would have been a ſufficient 
Bar to my Deſign, had not the No- 
toriety of your generous Candour, 
publick Zeal, and boundleſs Huma- 
nity encouraged me to proceed. In 
hopes, therefore, of a favourable 
and charitable Conſtruction, I have 
pointed out ſome few Things that 
jeem to want Amendment; and 
and which many Thouſands in Low- 
Life, who ſee the Calamities of their 
poor Neighbours too often, would 
be glad to find rectified. | 
In C s we frequently ſee the 


moſt ignorant, illiterate, groveling- 
minded, 
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minded, ſelf- ended Tradeſmen, and 
ſometimes Labourers, by virtue of 
an old Charter (or perhaps the Re- 
putation of a Charter only) made 
J To anſwer no one End but 
to plague the loweſt Claſs of Man- 
kind, whom they not only cite be- 
fore them, but bring with a Con- 
ſtable Vi ef Armis, for Matters quite 
foreign to their Authority; as Debts, 
frivolous Words, no way illegal, 
nor even defamatory; Breach of 
Contract; ſtriking a Horſe; kicking a 
Dog and the like; only to ſnhew the 
Pageantry of their ſhort-lived Power, 
and plague the Poor; the only Per- 
ſon incapible of defending them- 
ſelves againſt the Vanity, Wanton- 
neſs or Malice of ſuch monſtrous 
M s, who are ever partial to 
the Complainant, and ſeldom fail of 
_ threatening the Delinquent with 
Binding Over. Who being poor 
and Friendleſs, is unable to find 
Sureties, and therefore forced to beg 
the Favour of being allowed to mate 
F 4 70 
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it up. Upon which Mr. M „or 
Mr. J , who perhaps is a Malt- 
ſter, ſends them to one of his own 
Cuſtomers, where they fit and 
wrangle down four or five Shillings- 
worth of Ale, and get unlawfully 
Drunk, at the Delinquent's Ex- 
pence; who pays for the Drink 
and the Warrant, and gives his An- 
tagoniſt half a Crown for his Loſs of 
Time, and ſo the Buſineſs is ended; 
to the great Diſcredit of our Laws, 
Debauchery of half a dozen People, 
and the impoverſhing of One; who 
perhaps is an ill Husband for a Week or 
two afterwards, for Vexation to ſee 
himſelf thus foolled out of his Mo- 
ney, by the Malice of his Neigh- 
bour, and the Ignorance of the 
—— And by that means gets ſo 
far behind hand, as never to be able 
to recover his Affairs again, His 
little Credit which he had before, 
from one Week to another, at the 
Baker's, Grocer's, &c. being now 
loſt, he becomes abandoned and 
deſpondent, 
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deſpondent, and the firſt Week's Sick- 
neſs or want of Work (being a Per- 


ſon that no body will truſt) brings 


him upon the Pariſh, to be main- 
tained by a Company of induſtrious 
People, who are many of them al- 
molt as needy as himſelf, I preſume 
to think the C s for any 
thing, fave Treaſon, Murder, Felony, 
dangerous Afﬀray, Breach of the 
Peace, regulating Diſputes about Ser- 


vants, and Quartering Soldiers, ought 


to have no Power ; thoſe being Acts 
they can't well miſtake in. For how 
is it poſſible, for an ignorant Man, the 
Moment he his made M , to pull 
off his Apron and be able to admi- 
niſter Juſtice, according to Equity 
and the Laws of the Land? If ſuch 
Miniſters there muſt be, no one ought 
to be elected into that Office *till he 
hath been Sub-M for one whole 


Year, and given conſtant Attendance 
at the Elbow of his Predeceſſor, to 
learn the Duties of his Station. 
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This unlimited, ill-placed Power, 
and the Bugbear of a Freedom, are vaſt 
Hinderances in the peopling of large 
Towns; for notwithſtanding the 
Law ſettles a Man any where, that 
rents ten Pounds, or makes a Pur- 
chaſe of thirty; if it be in a C 
he ſhall ſcarcely ever be at quiet til 
he has bought his Freedom, tho' it 
proves his Ruin, and brings him to 
the Work-houſe: For many an honeſt, 
induſtrious Mechanick, can trade 
with twenty Pounds (the Price of a 
Freedom) and bring up a Family, 
but parting with that, for an uſeleſs, 
imaginary Priviledge, he has nothing 
left to buy Leather, or Iron, or 
Wood, and go on as a Maſter, but 
muſt become the Workman, Slave 
and Dependant of ſome of the great 
Burghers that helped to rob him of 
his Money, againſt Law ( fave in 
London and Berwick) againſt Chriſti- 


anity, Morality and good Politicks. 
It 
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It would alſo be well if Appeals lay 
from a C Seſſions to thoſe of the 
County: For want of which the 
moſt glaring Injuſtices are enormouſſy 
ſupported. | 
I ſhall now, only trouble your 
Honour with one Obſervation more; 
and that is, the Inconveniency of a 
Member of P——'s acting as a ] — 
of P in the Borough he repre- 
ſents; it being impoſſible to pleaſe 
both Parties : Therefore I think it 
no bad Expedient if in the Bill de- 
pending, the Members were reſtrain- 
ed from acting where they are choſen. 


Jam, Sir, your Honour's 
miſt Obedient (tho' unknown) 
Humble S ervant, 


JohN VAN. 


Our Hero having now nothing 
elſe to do but write, and being not 
- tattfhed. 
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ſatisfied with ſending to one Member 
whom he did not know, he reſolved 
to Trouble another that he did know, 
and had formerly been intimate with : 
Fondly believing every Perſon in that 
Aſſembly were as good Patriots as 
himſelf, and had nothing elſe to do but 
make Laws to ſerve little Folks. Pur- 
ſuant to ſuch Credulity he penned the 
tollowing Blank Bill, and ſent it to his 
guondam Acquaintance. 


Hereas many good and whole- 
ſome Laws for the Encourage- 
ment of Trade and Merchandize, were 
made in the Time of King Edward 
the IIId. and confirmed by him and 
many other ſucceeding Kings, to the 
great Benefit of this Kingdom ; which 
row, by reafon of the Brevity of the 
Penning, the great Change in Lan- 
guage, and other concurrent Circum- 
ances ſince that Time, are' become 
ſomething precarious and uncertain, 


and often occaſions very expenſive 
Laws 
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Law-Suits, upon which, no certain 
Judgments can be obtained; and give 
great Encouragement to many Per- 
ſons actuated by ſelfiſh Principles, 
under pretence of ſundry peculiar 
Priviledges, derived to them by being 
Freemen and Officersof ſome Borough 
or Town Corporate, under the Sanc- 
tion of antiquated Charters and other 
preſcriptive Rights, to enſlave the 
Freeborn Subjects of this Realm, by 
frequently extorting great, uncertain, 
and arbitrary Sums of Money of them 
for the Liberty to exerciſe their ſeve- 
ral Trades and Callings, and ſell their 
Wares and Merchandizes : Notwith- 
ſtanding they are reſtrained by an Act 
of Parliament made in the 29th Year 
of King Henry VIIth. Chap. VII. 
Therefore, to explain the ſeveral Sta- 
tutes relating thereto, and to prevent 
the like pernicious Practices for the 
future; Be it Enacted, &c. That 
from and after the every 
Perſon paying to the Poors Rates, or 

N | luable 
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liable by the Laws now in being to 
pay ſuch Rates, ſhall be permitted. by 
Virtue thereof, to Settle and Dwell 
and Exerciſe their ſeveral Trades, and 
fell their Wares and Merchandizes, 
in any City, Borough or Town Cor- 
porate in England: Except in the 
City of London, and ſuch other Cities, 
Boroughs and Towns Corporate, who 
already enjoy an exempt Juriſdiction, 
by Virtue of ſome former Act or Acts 
of Parliament ; and faving to all Free- 
men their Rights of Common, and 
Benefits arifing from Charitable Do- 
nations. 


Whether the worthy Member that 
this was ſent to, lit his Pipe with it, 
or put it to ſome baſer Uſe, Mr. Yan. 
could never learn. But he had the 
Mortification, after ſearching the Votes 
for it Day after Day, to find it never 
came into the Houſe. However, dur- 
ing the Suſpence, he ſent the follow- 
ing Letter to the Author of the * 
| ons 


— 
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don-Evening- Poſt, to prepare the Minds 
of the Members to give it a proper 
Reception; reſolving to leave no Stone 
unturned to get it made into a Law. 


A Calf an Alderman, a Gooſe a Juſtice. 


HupiBRas. 
SIR, 


X/ OUR truly laudable Endeavours 
in the Support of Liberty, were 


never more fignally expreſſed than in 


the Caſe of poor Mr. Lucas. 

To write in the Behalf of an un- 
happy Exile, whoſe only Value is his 
Virtue ; and who has neither Money, 
Places nor Penſions. to beſtow, to 
Recompence ſuch Services, ſhews you 


a Patriot indeed, of the original Cut. 
Actuated by the ſame generous Prin- 
_ ciples, I can't with Patience, behold 


the Fatal effects of Power, trampling 


down the Liberties of every Freeborn 
Engliſbman. Neither am I otherwiſe 


| fingular with reſpe& to the Dignity 


OL 
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of the Objects oppreſſed. The lower 


the Sufferers are the more it is needful 


to aſſiſt them. Liberty! the darling 
Attribute of every Engh/hman, has 
lately exerted itſelf in the City of 
London, and begins to ſtruggle in other 
Places of much leſs Conſequence, 
where ſo low a Magiſtrate as a Por- 
treeve or a Bailiff, by the Aſſump- 
tion of Power, grounded on Preſcrip- 
tion, or an antiquated Charter, and 
ſome particular ſelfiſh Conſiderations, 
ſhall half unpeople a Town, becauſe 
they are not Free of his Borough, and 
refuſe to pay him a large Compoſition 
for the Freedom thereof. This was 
a Grievance many Ages ago, and ſe- 
veral Laws were made to alter it, in 
the Reigns of Edward IIId. Richard 
IId. Henry VIIth. and Edward VIth. 
But they are now grown obſelete and 
ineffectual. The great Lord Veru- 
lam, who wrote the Hiſtory of Henry 
VIlth. that made the Act againſt the 
Ordinances and Byc-laws of Corpo- 
rations, 
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rations, calls them in Capital Letters 
FRATERNITIES in EVIL. 
Since then the Law is greatly altered 
with reſpect to Liberty, and ſettles 
every one that rents ten Pounds a 
Year, Sc. And ſhall the By-law of 
a little dirty Borough tread down the 
Law of the Land, and unſettle ſuch 
an Inhabitant, unleſs he will buy a 
Freedom, at twenty or thirty Pounds 
Price? Is this conſiſtent with the 
boaſted Rights of Engliſbmen? Tis 
true, it may be anſwered, the Law 
of . the Land is on his Side. But 
what then? I have known a Cor- 
poration bring fix Actions at different 
Times againſt the ſame Man, and ne- 
ver try one of them. Now conſi- 
der what a Hardſhip this muſt be to 
a little Tradeſman. At the Aſſizes 
the Plaintiffs well knowing their 
Action not maintainable, ſuffer a 
Nonſuit by Errors contrived on Pur- 
poſe; they are ordered to pay Coſts ; 
they refuſe ; Motions are made in the 
Courts 
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Courts of Weſtminſter, for them to 
ſhew Cauſe, and at laſt after two 
Years delay, they are obliged to pay— 

a taxed Bill; which perhaps i is about 
half the Country Attorney's Bill. So 
that at laſt ſuch an Inhabitant is tired 
out, and glad to remove from the 
Town, to ſeek. his Living in ſome 
other Borough; where he will be 
treated in the ſame Manner; *till he 
becomes a Burden to the Pariſh, and 
muſt be kept by the Sons of thoſe 
impolitick Fathers that gave him the 
firit Diſturbance. 

To illuſtrate this more plain, I 
knew a Glover, who ſerved his Ap- 
prenticeſhip in a Borough Town, with 
a Non-Freeman thereof, and fo con- 
ſequently became a Pariſhioner there, 
This Man married and bad forty 
Pounds to begin the World wich; 
twenty of which he laid out in 
Houſhold Goods, and ihe other twenty 
in Leather ; and as there were but 
two Glovers in 'Town, and it being 

| | a 
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a large one, and himſelf a good Huſ- 
band, he ſeemed to be in a promiſing; 
Way. But before he had opened 
Shop a Month, the Corporation de- 
manded one and twenty Pounds of 
him for his Freedom. He had no 
ſuch Sum to beſtow; and was in his 
own Pariſh, where he thought he 
had a Right to Live, and follow the 
Trade he had purchaſed by ten Pounds 
and ſeven Years Servitude, They 
| brought their Action, and kept their 
old, vile Courſe, till the Man was 
tired out, and forced to give his whole 
trading Money to them to be quiet. 
This was his Ruin ; for his Family 
encreaſing every Year, and himſelf 
forced to buy Leather on Credit, in 
little Quantities and at large Prices, 
it always kept him low, and ſcarcely 
even with the World. Whereas, if 
he had not been forced to take upon 
him the Dignity of a Burgeſs, he could 
have made a Fortune out of the Mo- 
ney his Honour coſt him, well enough. 


As 
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As theſe Abuſes are fo flagrant, 


what can want a Reformation more ? 
They abrogate the Laws of the Land, 
and ſubſtitute their own vile, deſpo- 
tick Cuſtoms in their Stead ; what 
can a Tyrant do more ? Cuſtoms that 
they hold more ſacred than Law, be- 
cauſe they are of their own making, 
and thereby cramp the Propagation of 
Trade. Some reſtraining Law, there- 
fore, ſeems highly neceſſary to check 
theiraſpiring Power, and reinſtate the 
free-born Subjects of this Realm in 
their rightful and original Liberty. 

If you inſert this in your Paper, 
the Hints here given may perhaps 
inſpire ſome of the Lovers of their 
Country to promote fo popular a Law, 
and deſerve a Statue. 


T am Sir, Yours, 
LIBERTAS. 
AS 
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As Mr. Van (like many other well 
meaning Authors, that ſend Letters to 
the Publiſhers of News Papers) was 
ignorant that a ſmall Sum of Money 
ſhould always accompany ſuch Epiſ- 
tles, it was taken no Notice of; and 
put him upon the Fret, to ſee ſuch a 
general Diſregard paid to all his Per- 
formances; inſomuch that like Timon, 
he was reſolved to turn Miſanthropos, 
and fly from Mankind. Accordingly 
he publiſhed a Sale of his Goods on a 
Market-day, that the innocent Coun- 
try People might be the Purchaſers, 
and them only; for he would not ſell 
a Half- penny worth to any of the 
Town, unleſs they paid Sauce, and 
gave him Three-pence for it: Which 
many did do, that they might have 
the Pleaſure of ſaying that ſuch a 
Utenſil was part af the Furniture of 
that eminent Perſonage, invincible 
Hero, and celebarted Poet Mr. Fobn 
Van. | 

In 
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In a few Days the Houſe was clear- 
ed of every Thing but its Inhabitants, 
who were there yet; and there they 
were like to be; for Mr. Yan had 
ſtill the ſame Truſt in Providence as 
formerly, and took no Thought for 
the Morrow. And tho' his Troubles 
were of a Sort that would have made 
moſt People thoughtful, eſpecially of 
the Time to come, he ſtill remained 
fixed to his firſt Principles, and left 
his Fate to Fortune. Now the Rea- 
der may remember, that the Houſe 
was his own for the Life of one 
Woman and no longer. This Wo- 
man, as if the Deſtinies had con- 
ſpired againſt our Hero, fell 


ill of the Small-pox, the Day before 


Mr. Van's Sale began, and died the 
Day it was finiſhed, Eo fearing at 


length he ſhould be forced to pay 


Rent for a Houſe he could not oc- 
cupy, he began to think of leaving 
that and the Town. In a few 
Hours, the Corps being muſtered and 


their Baggage laden, they began their 
: March 


Ms. JOHN VAN. 119 


March without Beat of Drum from 
an ungrateful Station, armed — with 
a firm Reſolution never to Eat nor 
Drink in it again! They were juſt 
Half a Dozen in Number; Mr. Van 
(who looked like one of the Fathers 
of the Antideluvian World, going to 
ſettle an Infant Colony) his Son and 
four Daughters. After half an Hours 
Walk, he had ſome Reaſon to com- 
pare himſelf to Lot: For e' er he 
was out of the Sight of this City of 
New Sodom, he felt the Shock of an 
Earthquake, and did not doubt but it 
was ſent to deſtroy a Place that had 
not Five righteous Perſons therein; 
apd thought it no leſs than the Hand 
of Heaven that had led him thereout. 
But careleſs of the Fate of thoſe that 
had been fatal to him, he journeyed 
on, and looked not behind, leſt like 
Lot's Wite he ſhould be turned into 
Salt, Stone, or any other permanent 
Being, in a Land he abhorred, and 
did not deſire to ſtay any longer in, 
Dead or Alive. On the Road he 
overtook 
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overtook two Objects of Pity, which 
pierced his Heart, that always over- 
flowed with Goodneſs, and made him 
very inquiſitive about their Misfor- 
tunes, the one being Blind and the 
other Lame. The younger Children 
were now tired and glad of an Oppor- 
tunity to ſit down and reſt themſelves, 
whilſt their Father with open Organs 
liſtened to the following Lies. 


The Blind Man's Story. 


1 Was the Son of a poor Curate, not 

far from Torbay, in Devonſbire; 
and brought up as well as the Abilities 
of ſuch a Father would admit; who 
gave me a little common Learning, 
and ſtrove hard to put me Prentice 
to the Clerk of the Pariſh, who was 
a Shoemaker, but could not raiſe the 
Sum required for that Purpoſe, being 
five Pounds; tho' he laid by twelve 
Shillings a Year, for five Years toge- 


ther; the two laſt of which he 
intended 


WY 
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intended to have added ſomething 


more, and pinched very hard for it, 


but Wheat proving dear, he found 
it impoſſible to effect it, with his 
Comings-in. For my Father, poor 
Man, had but twenty Marks a Year 
for ſerving two Churches. On which 


he formed a Reſolution of framing a a 


Petition to the Rector, whom he 
expected there in a Month, to re- 


ceive his Tythes, amounting to the 


Sum of two hundred and ſeventy 
Pounds a Year, praying him to ad- 
vance the forty Shillings that were 
wanting to put me Prentice, and de- 
duct it out of his Stipend, at five 
Shillings a Quarter; preſuming the 
good Doctor would be glad of ſuch 
an Occaſion to diſplay his Beneficence. 
But alas! What Chimeras breed in 
the barren Brains of bigotted Bor- 


rowers? The Rector knew that Men 


were mortal, and that the Curate 
might die as ſoon as another, and 
therefore evaded the Loan, by telling 
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the deluded Subſtitue, that his Son was 
too old to go -Procides at Nineteen, 
* and that a Country Shoemaker was 


but a cobbling ſort of a Craftsman, 


© and little better than a Day La- 
© bourer; ſo he ſhall go to London 


© with me, and be taken care of for 


< ever, I'll provide him a Horſe and 
good Cloaths, and he ſhall take an 
* Airing with me every Day.” This 
ſeemed ſo advantageous an Offer that 
my very Sweetheart conſented I ſhould 
go along with him, in ExpcQation I 
thould return a Gentleman, But Alack! 
when he got me to London, I ſoon 
found myſelf no better than a Gentle- 
man's Man, and often his Maid. 
This fat ſo heavy upon my Stomach, 
having a ſmall Smack of Pride, and 
being ſomething ambitious, that cer 


A 


I'd been there three Months, I leſt. 


his Corpulency to return Home, and 
ſew tne Country my Acquirements 
in Town ; for I had learned the Me- 
thod of making ſhining Blacking to 

japan 
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japan Shoes and Boots as black as 
Jet; I could poliſh Knives, and make 
them cut like Razors; I could lay a 
Cloth, waſh Glaſſes, Wait at Table, 
and dreſs Horſes ; I could beat a point 
at War upon a Street Door ; tell Lies 
for my Maſter, by ſaying he was 
not at Home, when he was all the 
while in the Parlour; I could twirl 
a Mop, and wind up a Jack, two 
Things I had never ſeen done in the 
Country. With theſe Accompliſh- 
ments, and my Hair in a black Rib- 
bon, I thought myſelf a better bred 
Man than the Squire, by much, who 
ſtood upon no ſuch Things as I had 
learned in London; at leatt I thought 
ſo then, as he went very plain in his 
Dreſs, and had nothing poliſhed in 
his Language. Therefore I reſolved 
upon my Arrival to make him a Vifit, 
as a Gentleman juſt come off his 
Travels, and offer myſelf as a Tutor 
to his Sons. But before I got half 
Way thither, I met a Country Ac- 

G& 2 quaintance, 
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quaintance, that informed me my 
Father was dead, and had left many 
Debts unpaid. Not knowing now 
whether 'twere beſt to go forward 
or back again, I ſtood in Suſpence, 
"ull a Drum and three powdered 
Beaus with Ruffles at their Hands, 
awakened me to Arms, and 
made me a Frater in a Fellowſhip of 
Dragoons. 

I had here the ſame deluſive and 
abuſive Promiſes, that . heretofore I 
received from the Doctor, and ſome- 
thing more, conſiſting of a Horſe, 
Cloaths, Arms and Accoutrements, 
to the Value of fifty Pounds. Indeed, 
I was one Step higher in Reputation, 
as being now a Gentleman, in Truth, 
a thing I had coveted ſome Time. But 
a Gentleman's Man is the happier 
Mortal by many a Meal. In this 
Situation an unhappy Accident (a 
Quarrel with another Dragoon, about 
a worthleſs Wench, that brought on 
a Duel at Sword and Filol) put an 
End 
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End to my Sight and my Soldiering, 
by a Shot fired full in my Face, but 
charged only with Powder ; the Fel- 
low having forgot the Balls. On 
this I was preſently diſcharged, and 
made a Beggar as you now ſee me, 
for ever. 

This Fellow's Fortune being in ſe— 
veral Circumſtances fo ſimilar to Mr. 
Van's own Hiſtory, moved him very 
much ; and made him inveigh bitterly 
againſt the Doctor. But to comfort 
him ſomething for the Loſs of his 
Eyes, his Trade, and his Father, he 
gave him half a Crown, and deſired 
the Cripple to give him a ſmall De- 
tail of his Misfortunes, which the 
Lazar complied with as follows: 


The Lame Man's Story. D 


Am the Son of one William Mrong- 
head, nigh hand Carlifle, Tenant 

to Major Niggardly of Narrowſout- 
Hall; who took me from my Father 
G 3 11 
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in a very buſy Time, when he could 


illy ſpare me, to let me ſee the World, 


and look after four or five Horſes. 
He gave me a Livery at the King's 
Charge, and Victuals and Drink when 
he had any left. At other Times he 
allowed me three Shillings and Six- 
pence a Week, to find myſelf. And 
if we travelled — he doubled the 
Sum, and made it a Shilling a Day. 
Having been uſed to large Luncheons 
at Home, I was ſtarved with Board 
Wages, eſpecially abroad ; for as the 
Major had Coffee for Breakfaſt, and 


Six-pennyworth of Stakes for his Din- 


ner and Supper, there could be no Re- 
mains for his Man, Thoſe were 
his conſtant Dithes on the Road, be- 
cauſe they bore a ſettled Price, and 
ſaved the Extortion of Cookery, As 
for me and my Shilling a Day — By 
buying one Meal and begging two, 
IT made ſhift to keep Soul and Body 
together, till we reached London. 
Here I expected to get fat again 
preſently, 
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preſently, as I had heard the Streets 
were paved with Silver, and the 
Houſes lined with Gold and Diamonds. 
A great deal of every Sort ſtood at 
many a Man's Door, but then it was 
in Glaſſen Boxes, like Saſh-windows, 
and locked up; ſo that if I'd drop- 

ed down for a few Pieces of either 
I could not have had 'em. 

We lodged in the Haymarket ; 
and London being a dearer Place for 
Proviſions than the Country, my ho- 
nourable Maſter allowed me five Shil- 
lings a Week, for Board and Expen- 


ces. But alas! What was that for a 


young hungry Fellow? I went to 
Dinner at a Houſe by the Stables, 
where the Ordinary, as they called it, 
was Nine-pence, beſides Liquor, about 
four Times a Week; but could not 
afford to go oftner : My other Meals 
being a Half-penny Loaf, now and 
then, and ſome Beverage from the 
Pump: For] had Shaving and Waſh- 
ing to pay out of my Crown, beſides. 
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A ſmall Time before we were to 
leave the Town the Major was pleaſed 
to take Notice of the Fineneſs of my 
Shape; and told me, He wiſhed I 
had not been meddling with the 
Women, for I looked as thin as a 
* ſhotten Herring.” This provoked 
me to tell him the Truth, and ſhew 
my diſlike of Board- Wages. He then 
asked me where I dined ? And when 
J had told him, he called me Block- 
head, and asked me what Buſineſs I 
had to go to fuch a Houſe as that, 
where no-body went but Gentlemen ? 
© You may well look thin! You 
© ſhould have gone to ſome of the 
Eating Shops behind St. Martin's 
© Church, where the Taylors dine, 
© and there you might have had a 
© Belly-full of Beef for Three-pence, 
© beſides a Porringer of Broth, to fill 
© up the Chinks, and ſave Drink. 
* Why I thought you faved at leaſt, 
two Shillings every Week'. Now I 
ſuppoſe the Major, by knowing theſe 

is Places 
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Places ſo well, and the Company that 
came there, was a Cuſtomer himſelf; 
being a Lover of Beef too; for No- body 
ever ſaw him eat any thing that knew 
him, ſaving a Welſh-Rabbit now and 
then for Supper, except it were on 
Free-coſt, all the Time he ſtaid in 
London, which was three Months. 
Two Days after this I received a 
Letter from my Father, to let me 
know the Major, his Landlord and my 
generous Maſter, had cauſed his Ei- 
fects to be ſeized for Arrears of Rent, 
it being a dear Bargain, and himſclt 
turned ont of Doors. This grieved 
me bitterly; I cryed ſome Hours, 
before I had Reſolution enough to 
ſpeak to the Major about it. At laſt 
I pulled up a good Heart, tho' a heavy 
one, and asked him how he could 
find in his Soul to ſerve my roor old 
Father ſo, that had toiled all b Life 
for his Landlord, and hadn't now a 
Hole to put his Head in? He an- 
ſwered me ſo ſurlily, that I had Cou- 
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rage enough to ask him for my Wages 
and Diſcharge. Wages | ſaid he. Did 
I ever contract with you for any? Or 
ever hire you ? You are indebted to 
me for your Cloathing and Diet, for 
thirteen Months. I ſhall give you no 
Wages, for the Time paſt ; but for 
the Time to come If you won't 
ſtay without, perhaps I may allow 
you thirty or forty Shillings a Year, 
Finding Things at this Paſs, I 
thought it moſt for my Intereſt to 
uit ſuch a Service, where the Profits 
would not find me Shirting. Ac- 
cordingly the next Morning, without 
taking leave of my Maſter, I took 
my farewell of the Horſes, who were 
the better Chriſtians, and trolled into 
the City ; wherea Bricklayer that was 


born in our Country, made me his 


Man, to bring him Morter and Bricks 
up a deviliſh long Ladder, near a Fur- 
long high; where I fell from a Scaf- 
fold and broke one of my Thighs, 


and have been a Cripple ever lince. 
This 
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This Fellow's Story having alſo 
ſomething of a Military caſt, induced 
Mr. Van to pity his Caſe, and to con- 
ſole him ſomething, gave him a ſplen- 
did Shilling. 


G F. Val 
Mr. Van's Gratitude : Goes 10 Lijit 


the Parſon, who proves a Devil: 
9uarters at a Country-Cabbin, nick- 
named an Inn : Meets with two 
Friends, on whom he performed two 

miraculous Cures ; making the Blind 
to See, and the Lame to Walk, 


HE Palmers being diſmiſled, 

Mr. Fan and his Colony pur- 

ſued their Peregrination, by eaſy Am- 
bling, to another reſting Place about a 
Mile farther, where after a little Stay, 
he left the great Road they were in, 
to viſit a merry Parſon who (ſome 
little Time before, not knowing bis 
Condition) had ſent him a 'I'ythe 
Pig, 
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Pig, and to thank him perſonally for 
his Preſent. Gratitude, that warms 
the generous Mind, ſeemed rather to 
burn in him: And he had always the 
Frailty to think ſo it was with other 
Men, as well as himſelf; and would no 
more have parted from the Country 
before he had paid this Debt of Ho- 
nour, than he would have parted with 
his Principles, his Children, or his 
Life. Therefore in full Expectation 
of a joyfull reciprocal Meeting, be- 
tween the pleaſant Parſon and hanſelf 


he quickened his Steps, and ** 


haſte to the Houſe. 
At the peaceful Portal he met "M 


Heir, an Oxonian, of the Age of one 
and twenty ; who in his younger 
Days had eat many a piece of Pudding 
at Mr. Van's Table: But according 
to the North Country Proverb, Eaten 
Bread is ſoon forgotlon, this young 


Gentleman at the Sight of ſuch a 


Troop was ſomething ſurprized ; 


faid—* His Father was at Home; — 
, would 


2 
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would be in the Hal! (where they 
then were) preſently; —— was 
dreſſing himſelf ; — had not quite 
done ſhaving ; — was talking 
with his Tenant ; — and he would 
give him Notice.” Making his Exit 


M TT OY © 


for that very purpoſe. Mr. Yan, 


whoſe Soul was full of generous Sen- 
timents, took no Notice of theſe odd, 
incoherent Sentences, but traverſed 
the Room with a little Impatience, 
and longing Deſire for the Appear- 
ance of his Friend, whoſe Tread he 
expected every Moment to hear. But 
his Daughter, who had ſome Sagacity, 
and leſs Credulity, alarmed her Papa 
with Ideas of Indifference; and pro- 
pheſied, like a young Witch as ſhe 
was, They were come to the wrong 
Houſe. Now Mr. Van's Sacerdotal 
Friend had juſt heard by the Trump 
of common Fame, or the Mouth of 
ſome one elle, of his leaving off Houſe- 
keeping ; and conceiving there would 
be no more Treats from that Quarter, 

but 
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but Expences from his own, detached 
his Son . back again to excuſe his Ap- 
pearance. The Legate, upon his Re- 
turn to the People in the Hall, aſſured 
them, with great Confidence, he could 
not find his Father, and feared he was 
gone out; but believed he would not 
tarry. He then asked Mr. Van many 
idle Queſtions about Goatham ; how 
long it was to the Horſe Race; if the 
Widow Strong was yet married to 
Polypheme ; if the B 's old Coach 
hadn't broke the Heart of his Paro- 
mour's Horſes, &c. Seeming all the 
while to know nothing of Mr. Van's 
Removal. Thus waſting a Quarter of 
an Hour, he began to wonder his Fa- 
ther did not return, and went out to 
ſee for him: But came no 


more. / | 4 
This Entertainment being very ſin- 


ular, and Miſs Van's former Hint 
ſtill freſh in her Father's Memory, he 
made ſhift, with ſomeDifficulty, to ſee 
the mean ſpiritedneſs of the Parſon, 
"= and 
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and the Perfidiouſneſs of his Son; but 
could ſcarcely forbear excuſing it, by 
| ſuppoſing ſome Accident had hap- 

ened to one or both : Till an old 
Woman that the Parſon kept from 
| the Pariſh, made her reachy Appear- 
ance, This Matron was uſeful to her 
Maſter on many Accounts, as he had 
"7 * a Colt's Tooth in his Head ſtill, and 
would talk as waggiſh as a Waggo- 
ner. She ſaved a Maid's Wages; 
ſerved for a Nurſe, when he was ou 
of Order, and filled the Place of a 
Wife when he was zz Order; and 
made his Benevolence appear in a 
broad Light, as he kept her on Cha- 
rity; that is, as far as Victuals and 
Drink would go for the Pariſh 
found her Cloathing. 

This able bodied Officer, that ſup- 
ported ſo many Functions, demanded 
in a rude Manner who he wanted to 
ſpeak with. Mr. Van very innocently 
anſwered, your Maſter, good Wo- 
man, O! ſaid ſhe, you can't ſpeak 

"man 
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with him ; he's gone a Journey, and 
won't be back theſe ſeven Days, or 
may be fourteen. Gone a Journey 
ſaid Mr. Van, ſurely you're miſtaken. 
No, I ar'n't, faid ſhe, he went out 
yeſterday Morning. O, Jupiter] ſaid 
Mr. Van, why your young Maſter 
faid he was at Home, juſt now. O! 
ſaid the Woman, © You muſt not 
© mind him: He's the greateſt Ro- 
© mancer in the Pariſh, and takes de- 
light in making Fools of Folks. 
He learned it at Foxford I ſuppoſe. 
He didn't do ſo afore he went thi- 
ther. He was a good towardly 
Child afore he'd been there to 
ſtudy the Black Art ; but he's main 
Miſchieft-full now, and tells moit 
* abominatious Stories.” Pray let me 
ſpeak with him, Goody, ſaid Mr. 
Van. Sfeak with him ſaid the Wo- 
man, he's gone a Shooting, and 1s a 
Furlong or two off, by now, and may 
be a good part of a Mile, And in- 
deed it was well for the young Gen- 
tleman 
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tleman that he was at ſuch a Diſtance, 
for our Hero immediately decamped 
with great Diſcontent, in Hopes of 
overtaking or meeting him on the 
Road, to repay the Obligations due to 
himſelf and Father; but he was not 
ſo fortunate. 08 | | 

When they had marched about a 
couple of Miles from this In-hoſpita- 
ble Place, it began to grow ſomething 
dark ; for it ſeems the Sun, who paid 
no more Regard to our Hero than he did 
tohis Enemies, was got to his Inn, and 
was ſmoaking his Pipe, and drinking 
his Pot with Goody Thetis, the Wa- 
terman's Wife; without caring a Fig 
what became of his fellow Traveller 
and Brother Poet; who ſeeing 
Things at this Paſs, thought it high 
Time to turn in to a hoary Man- 


ſion of Hoſpitality, upheld by Walls 
of Clay, and a Chimney of the ſame 
Quarry, that ſupported a Thatched 
Roof, and a Garden of Houſeleek. 


Here, Mr. Yan, on ſeeing a Holly- 
| Buſh 
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Buſh at the Door, called to enquire 
for Quarters. The Appearance of ſo 
many Guelts put the Houſehold in 
ſome Diſorder for a few Minutes, but 
Mr. Van's Affability and courteous 
Addreſs ſoon compoſed them to thcir 
former Serenity, They were ſhewed 
into the beſt Room, called the Par- 
lour, and a great Chair ſet for our 
Hero ; where a good Fire, a Pipe and 
a Pot ſoon eraſed the Remembrance of 
the Parſon's Perfidy, and made him 
as happy and merry as a Miſer oer 
a Million. And tho” they could get 
nothing for Supper but Bacon and 
Cabbage, as they were hun- 
gary, neither Prince nor Peaſant ever 
made a better Meal. After the Board 
was cleared Mr, Yan invited his Hoſt, 
a plain Countryman, to give him his 
Company; and good Company he 


was, being by Nature an abſolute 


Village-Wit. 
The Londoners have a Saying, that 


all Country Folks are Fools, but tis a 
very 
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very great Error. We may find in 
this Nation Men of excellent Senſe 
in very unpromiſing Appearances. 
This Man was the readieſt at Repar- 
tee that ever Mr. Van had met with; 
which a little Familiarity and Know- 
ledge of his Perſon brought him to 
exerciſe with unſpeakable Delight, 
ſo that our Traveller never ſpent an 
Evening with greater Satisfaction. He 
was quite unlettered, and had never 
been Abroad, and yet was rich in 
Stories, he had treaſured in Memory, 
from the Mouths of the Parſon, the 
Exciſeman, and others of his Gueſts, 
that now and then dropped a good 
one in his Hearing; and what he 


ſpoke over, to illuſtrate or embelliſh, 


was never flaſhy, but ſound, ſolid, 
manly Senſe. 'The Gentleman liking 
his Landlord, and the Landlord his 
Gueſt, they did not part ſoon, But 
at the Hour of Reſt, ſome Difficulty 
aroſe in relation to Lodging ; they 
were furniſhed only with three Beds; 

85 and 
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and one them was already filled by 
two of their conſtant Cuſtomers ; 
and pretty good Cuſtomers they 
were ; for the Landlady was called 
every Quarter of an Hour to bring 
up a Pint of Ale, they being very 
feveriſh or very thirſty. Mr. Van 
and his Son were laid in another Bed, 
hard by; and the three Girls in the 
third. So the Landlord and his Lady 
were obliged to fit up; partly to wait 
on the thirſty, couchant Cuſtomers, 
and ſolely —— for want of a Bed. 
Their continual Knocking and Calling 
for Ale, and in the next Room too, 
_ diſturbed Mr. Yan ſo much, he could 
get no Reſt; and made him call out 
to them to be eaſy, and ſuffer him 
to Sleep. But this, inſtead of the 
defired Effect, ſet them to Swearing 
and Knocking ten Times more, call- 
ing our Hero a Muſter Roll of ſcur- 
rilous Names, with great Spirit and 
Energy ; which he regarded only 


as the Effect of the Ale; and —__ 
| 1 


on. th 
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like a Philoſopher, with Demy-god- 
like Silence. l 

They being now both full awake, 
and ſuppoſing Mr. Van aſleep, began 
to entertain each other with the Feats 
and Cheats they had practiſed the Day 
before; and among the reſt, ex- 
preſſed a deal of Pleaſure in being able 
to tickle the fat Gentleman out of his 
Three Shillings and Six-pence, with 
their blind and lame Stories on the 
Road. - 

Mr. Van had ſome Notion before, 
that he had heard their Voices ſome- 
where, but this Incident confirmed. 
his Knowledge in the Particularity of 
their Perſons; and made him reſolve 
to dun them for a Drawback, in the 
Morning ; which this Diſcovery right- 
fully entitled him to. Therefore he 
lay very ſtill, and ruminated on the 
Roguery regnant in all Regions and 

Stations. He had heard of ſuch 
Trickſters in London, but for two Fel- 
lows to come from the moſt diſtant 

| and 
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and oppoſite Extremities of the 
Nation, renowned for Honeſty and 
Simplicity of Manners, to practiſe 
ſuch Forgery in the Center, were Im- 
poſtures he could not have dreamt on 
nor believed, if he had not been im- 
poſed on in Perſon. He now plainly 
found what he had often heard, of 
Beggars drinking more Ale than ordi- 
nary Men, to be an experimental Say- 
ing, and not the Suggeſtion only of 
Perſons unendowed with charitable 
Sentiments: That a Vagrant Life 
was a Life of Choice, and not impoſ- 
ed by Neceſſity or Misfortune : That 
the viatory Relief of ſuch Perſons 
was an Injury to the Common- wealth; 
as it begat Thieves, Whores, Baſtards, 
and Beggars. 

About four o'Clock Mr. Van fell 
aſleep, and did not wake 'till Eight. 
At which Time he aroſe ſomething 
haſtily, and miſſing his Friends in the 
collateral Apartment; he poſted 


down Stairs and enquired which Way 
they 
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they went ? The Landlord told him 
they had paid their Reckoning, and 
were gone to the other Part of the 
Pariſh. Our Hero was ſomething 
vexed he had ſlept ſo long, and miſſed 
them. But walking up the Village, 
he had the good Fortune to find them 
at a Yeoman's Door, offering Oriſons 
to a mocked Deity, in an immoral 
Manner ; Pray, for C 's ſake pity 
the Lame and the Blind : The Lord 
enlighten your Souls everlaſtingly : 
Conſider what it is to be totally Blind: 
I] cannot ſee the Sun, but am Stone- 
blind, and can get no Cure. We 
have not had a Morſel of dry Bread 
nor a drop of Small-beer within our 
Lips theſe two Days at theſe 
Words Mr. Van with his truſty Trun- 
cheon in his Hand came up within a 
Yard of their Imbecilities, and offered 
to cure them both for three Shillings 
and Sixpence ready Money. To this 
they pleaded Poverty, and declared 
upon Oath they had ſpent all their 
Monies 
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Monies to a Half-penny, at their 
uarters ; and were now incapable to 
raiſe ſuch a Sum. Thus unable (or 
unwilling) to fee, they began to 
ſue— in Forma pauperis; But the 
generous Gentleman, without letting 
them go on, undertook to cure them 
Gratis. And waving his wonder- 
working Wand, he performed two 
Miracles in one Minute ; making the 
Blind to See, and the Lame to—Run 
and that with great Swiftneſs; both 
he and his Companion leaving the 
purſy Combatant halt a Dozen lengths 
in the Rear, till they were clear of 
the Town, and he was weary of the 
Purſuit, 
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CHAP. IX 


The Story of Mrs. Strong, a Ken- 
tiſh Lady, and her Decerver, Poly- 


pheme : 


A Digreſſion. 
AVING in the former Chap- 


ter, made ſome mention of 
Mrs. Strong, as if there were ſome- 
thing particular in her Story, I hope 
the Reader will not think the Time 
loſt if we make a ſmall Digreſſion in 
her Favour. 

She was the only Daughter of a 
very ingenious Artificer ; that in bis 
ay excelled every Body : dhe was 
born to Greatneſs, exceeding moſt of 
her Sex by the Head; but as her 
Neck was long, her Shape finely 
turned, and perfectly ſtraight, and 
the reſt of her Form in exact Propor- 
tion, ſhe ſeemed rather dignified than 


Vor. | + 1 | tall: 


Cr — —— N — 
N N S * 2 — 


—— — — 
* HRS Sr ER a> ens — — 


iss ae LIFE oF 


tall: Her mind was no leſs exalted 
than her Perſon, and her Wit 
as brilliant as her Mein. At the Age 
of Eighteen ſhe was courted by Poly- 
pbeme, a Perſon of low Birth, and 
lower Parts; but his Parents by Fool's- 
pence, and Stale-beer, had amaſſed 
Money : And that in ſome 

uantity. As thoſe that want Learn- 
ing are uſually moſt fond of giving 
their Children Schooling, ſo, thoſe 
that are the fartheſt removed from 
Gentility, are the moſt - ambitious of 
all others to make their Sons Gentle- 


men. So, Polypheme's Mother, who 


was, before her Marriage, but a Day- 
labouring-bricklayer's Servant, at for- 
ty Shillings a Year, would needs have 


her Son to be a Doctor. As to thoſe 


Qualifications eſſential thereto, 
the poor Woman was entirely igno- 
rant : All that ſhe knew of the Mat- 
ter, was, that her Son had gone to 


the Free-ſchool ten Years; and was 
dhe 


f 0 
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the biggeſt Boy, if not the biggeſt 


Scholar, therein. 

This young and new Gentleman, 
by ſome uncommen Alrtifice, had fo 
far prevailed upon the Youth and 
Innocence of the charming E/ly, as 


to gain her Conſent to marry him. 


The Parents on both Sides being made 
acquainted with the Inclinations of 
the young Couple, agreed upon 
Terms; and nothing now remained 
but the Ceremony of the Church, to 
make them One. The Time for 
that was ſettled alſo ; but Polypheme, 
whoſe Inconſtancy conſtituted his 
Character, evaded it by counterfeiting 
Sickneſs, 'till he had reached the 
ultimate End of his Wiſhes and 
brought the young Lady to his Lure. 

There are many Preparatives in the 
Phyſical Way, called Philtres, that 
may ſafely be practiſed on a vigorous 
Conſtitution ; and ſome of theſe the 
deceitful Pohpheme made uſe of to 


intoxicate and ſubdue not only the 


H 2 Senſe 
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Senſe of Virtue, but the Senſe of 
feeling too, in the unwary, innocent 
Elly. - 
One fatal Night ſhe had been at 
Supper with him at his Father's; he 
waited on her home, where no Body 
ſat up for her, there being two Keys 
to the Door, the Time late, and ſhe. 
in good Hands, or at leaſt reputed ſo. 
Soon after getting to her Room, whi- 
ther Polypheme attended her, as he 
had often Times done before, with- 
out the leaſt Suſpicion of Danger, ſhe 
found herſelf vaſtly drowſy, and de- 
fired he would leave her: But a few 
Moments more laid her faſt. Thus 
locked in the cloſe Embraces of Mor- 
phens, he undreiled her, and took her 
into his own. 

The Fortreis thus ſurprized and 
taken, he preſumed he might revel in 
the ſame Freedom, whenever he 
pleaſed ; but the young Lady finding 
the Wedding Day poſt-poned * 


upon a frivolous Account, and his 
3 
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Affections rather lukewarm than fer- 
vent, bravely unriddled the Mytitery 
to her Father; and preferred this 
Plot to catch the Deceiver. The 
next Night, he inſiſted upon ſtaying 
late, the Family being in Bed, as he 
ſuppoſed, and being earneſt to re-act 
his former Farmiliarity, ſhe not only 
oppoſed him, but cryed out; on which 
her Father and two Friends ruſhed 
into the Room, and found the Spark 
in no very decent Condition. He was 
now threatened for a Rape, unleſs he 
married her directly, one of the Gen- 
tlemen being a Clergyman, and pre- 
pared for the Office. This put Poly- 
pbeme hard to it, and forced him to 
confeſs, that, ſince his Coantſhip with 
Eh, he had privately married ano- 
ther Woman, about fifteen Miles off. 
But to meliorate the Matter, faid, ſhe - 
was m a Galloping Conſumption, and 
could not live above a Fortnight, at 
fartheſt, So compounded the Mat- 
ter, by giving Bond, to marry her 
| 3 | nnme- 
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unmediately after the Demiſe of his 
Wife ; or pay to Truſtees, for her 
Uſe, the Sum of ſix thouſand Pounds. 

His Wife — who was not ill, as he 
had falſly pretended ſhe was, lived 
many Years. This brought the charm- 
ing Elly into a State of Deſpondency, 
thatthrew her at laſtinto the Arms ofa 
Country Gentleman, whoſe Name was 
Belial Strong, that made her a good 
Jointure if not a good Husband. 
But ſhe could not be happy; her 
Heart was gone, and ſhe could reliſh 
no body but Polypheme,, whoſe Wife 
ſhe eſteemed herſelf to be. This was 
plainly ſeen by every body, but the 
eaſy Man her Husband. 

Polypheme's Wife, who was clearer 
Gghted, imagined ſhe had Reaſon to 
be uneaſy at his Conduct, and taking 
it to Heart, pined herſelf into a Con- 
ſumption in Fact, and died of it. 
That Bar removed, and the Doctor 
ſingle, there was now no Obſtacle to 
the two Lover's Happineſs, but the 

* Life of Elly's Husband; - 
| that 
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that was ſo complaiſant as to leave 
his Body about half a Year after- 
wards, as his Wife had done his Bed, 
for fix Years, or more. | 
Soon after died Polypheme's Father, 
and left him a large Fortune ; but 
this, rather retarded than forwarded 
the Celebration with Mrs. Strong. 
Polypheme was proud, covetous and 
ambitious, and had caſt his Eye on 
a certain Honourable Relict with a 
large Jointure, that, at the Race and 
other publick Times, uſed to lodge 
at his Houſe. Mrs. Strong was fob- 
bed off one Year for Decency; and 
another for fear her Husband's 
Debts ſhould be unpaid, and affect 
him. But the Lady's high Blood 
and his muddy Current, like Oil and 
Water, would not 'mix-; and the 
Phaetonian Attempt, ſome how or 
other, got to Elly's Ear, and made her 
reſolve to put the Bond in Execution. 

In this Situation were their Amours 
when the young Oxonian, in the laſt 
Chapter, made the Enquiry. 

H 4. CHAP, 
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Mr. Van's Arrival at Rutland : The 
angular Goodneſs of a Divine: 
lcarus in England, or à great Ge- 
mus drowned in his Fligbt: Mr. 
Van's good Fortune in Meeting with 
a Friend: Coaches it up to London 
in a Waggon : His downright Treat- 
ment at Dunſtable : The whole Co- 
tony arrive ſafe at London, where, 
after a ſhort Stay, they take leave 
of this World. 


LFTER Mr. Van's Return to 
his Quarters, anda ſmall breath- 
ing Time, he took leave of the Lord 
of the Caftle, and his courteous Lady ; 
and with fix Hours eaſy ambling, 
reached the Capital of the ſmalleſt 
County in Eugland. Going into an 
Inn with his String of Children, 
he was taken Notice of by ſome 


Strangers that happened to be there 
for 
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for a Bait. Amongſt theſe was a 
Brute of Fortune, called (tho' very 
improperly) a Country Gentleman, 
that knew Mr. Van intimately well; 
and gave the reſt of the Company an 
Account of his Merit, Singularity and. 
Viciflitudes of Fortune, But took care, 
on Mr. Van's Approach, to keep him- 
ſelf ſomething behind the reſt of the 
Company, as if he did not much care 
to be ſcen by his guondam Acquain- 
tance, He was afraid, if diſcovered 
by the itinerant Gentleman, he might 
be asked to drink a Glaſs, and ſo in- 
cur a heedleſs Expence, of which he 
was always moſt extraordinary Care- 
ful. He had his Oddities as well as 
our Hero; and was ſo miſerably co- 
vetous, that being tick on a Time, 
and forced to ſend three Miles for an 
Apothecary, he thought much of 
three Shiliings and Sixpence, that the 
Paracelfiancharged forhis Journey, and 
two Doſes of Phyſick; ſaying in his 
aclib::tate Way. If I ha — ha — 

1 5 © ha 


154 Tur LIFE or 


ha — had known it would have been 


ſuch a Charge to me, I would have 
di di — di — died firſt, Damme 


© if I wou'dn't ! 


Another of the Company was a 


little Lawyer, that knew and 
practiſed a little Law, with great 
Analogy; his Perſon, Parts, Honeſty, 
Soul, and Knowledge being i in exact 
Proportion. 

Another was a worthy Clergy- 
man, but a great Humoriſt, called 
Parſon Paul, on account of his Pro- 
teſting by that Apoſtle as frequently 
as one of our King's uſed to do, by 
St. Luke's Face. This downright 
Divine, who lived 1n his Pariſh like 
one of the Patriarchs, took great De- 
light in poliſhing and inſtructing the 
Ignorant and Irreligious, whether they 
belonged to his Pariſh, or the Pariſh 
of any other Clergyman, His Buſi- 
neſs at this Place was to complain of 
an Indignity done. him by a Gentle- 


man's Servant in the Neighbourhood. 
This 
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This Gentleman's Family-Name, was 
Simpleton, a Name as ancient as the 
Conqueſt ; but he was more uſually 
diſtinguiſhed by his Title, which was, 
the Bear of Beldome, a Title, ſays 
Cambden, of very great Honour: The 
former Word being a plain Corrup- 
tion, or rather a Diminutive, of Ba-ron; 
and the latter ſignifying a fine Lord- 
ſhip, we may ſuppoſe the former 
Poſſeſſors of Beldome, like the preſent 
Worthy Squire, were Men of no 
mall Figure. This great Man being 
a great Croney of the Parſon's, had 


ſent him at Chriſimas, a Gooſe, for a 


New years Gift, a Fowl Mr. Paul 
was extremely fond of, on Account 
of the Capitol's being faved by ſome 
of the ſame Kind. A Fowl ſo uſe- 
ful, that if the Legiſlators of London 
but knew the Story, they would cer- 
tainly Subſtitute a ſufficient Number of 
them to be their Guard, inſtead of 
the ſuperannuated Cripples called 
Watchmen. This Goole, alias a Gan- 

der, 
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der, was brought in a Basket by a 
Man- boy of ſeventeen Years of Age, 


or ſomething more, who knocking, 


| very loudly at the Parſon's Door, as 

| if he belonged toSomebody, or was— 

Somebody himſelf, the Parſon ap- 

| © pearedin Perſon to ſee what extraor- 
dinary Perſonage ſhook his Dwelling 

in that tremendous Manner: When 
the following Dialogue was opened 
by the Lad. I call it Dialogue, by 
reaſon that, tho' there were three Per- 
ſons on the Stage, the good Man, the 
Gudgeon and the Gooſe, there were 
but two Speakers, and leſt the Reader 
ſhould be at a Loſs to diſtinguiſh Indi- 
viduals we take the Liberty (like the 
modern Advertiſers) to let Him or 
her, know, that the laſt mentioned two 

| legged Animal, tho' very loquacious 
at-other Tunes, was now moſt Ta- 
citurn. 


Boy. Pray do the Parefin of Lum- 
berland hve here ? 
Paul 
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this Chriſtmas; and gis the Pareſon's 


that ſtand in great need of Correction. 


and not Correction. 


approach a Gentleman as a Cow does 
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Paul. Yes, Child ; I am he, What 
do you want ? 
Boy. Squire Simpleton, — I warn't 
you nous him; has ſent you a Geiſe 


Servis t0'n. 

Paul. O, Come in Child, come in. 
You are a pretty, well-grown Lad : 
But it's pity my Friend the 'Squire 
does not learn you to go on an Errand 
better ; why you have no Breeding at 
all. There are ſeveral Errata's therein 


Boy. My Maſter ſaid, Maybap, 
yo'd gum me a Shilling or Sixpence, 


Paul. O, you Miſtake me, young 
Man. I would only for your good, 
inſtru you how to deliver a Meſſage 
with Elegance and Propriety ; and not 


a Turnip, open mouthed. 
Boy. Then how ſhould one ſpeak? 
Paul. O, with ſealed Lips. A 


cloſe Mouth is the Symbol of Wis- 
doin, 
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dom. The wiſe Man ſaid the ſame 
Thing when he ſaid ſomething elſe. 
Come, give me the Basket; I'll go 
without, and do you ſtay within, and 
obſerve. On this wiſe ſhalt thou 
Speak. 

On which the Parſon took the 
Basket, and going into the Yard, ſhut 


the Door after him; where he ſtaid 


about two Minutes and then gave, a 
Footman's Rap at the Door, or as the 
Folks in Siberia ſay, knocked 
with Authority: At the Opening of 
which the Dialogue was reſumed. 


Paul. Pray, does the Vicar of 
r live here? 

Boy. Uh !- You knows that, 
well enough. | 

Paul. Phu! Phu! You ſhould not 
fay ſo; you ſhould fay, yes Sir. 

Boy. Yes, Sir. 

Paul. Squire Simpleton has ſent 
his Compliments and a Gooſe, Sir, 
as a ſmall Token of his Eſteem, this 

Chriſtmas. 


4 
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Chri/imas, Now, can't you ſay ſo? 


Come, take the Basket and try. 


So out he turned the great Gooſe 
and the little one, into the Yard, to 
con Compliments ; when after a ſmall 
Stay, and ſeveral Repetitions, the Boy 
thundered a March upon the Door in 
Imitation of the Parſon, This part 
of his Leſſon, being fimple, he re- 
membered very well, and performed 
it with Ability; but the Tremulation 
of the Air, occaſioned thereby, jum- 
bled his Ideas on a Heap, and made 
him deficient in the Compound, as 
the Reader will find in the Conca- 
tenation. 


Paul. Who's there? | Opening the 
Door. 
Boy. Uh!—You &nows that. It's I. 
Paul. Well, go on. 
Boy. Pray Sir, do the — the — 
what do you call that heard Word ? 
P aul, Vicar, | 
Boy. 
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[ Boy. Ai, Wicker, Pray Sir, do 
N the Wicker of Lumberland live here? 
| Paul. Yes, Child. What do you 
want with him ? 


ha' you ha' a Geuſe this Chriſtmas 
Time. 

Paul. Ah! Tou dull Rogue 
Can't you remember a ſingle Sen- 
tence ? © Squire Simpleton has ſent his 
* Compliments and a Gooſe, Sir, as a 
« ſmall Token of his Eſteem, this 
© Chriſtmas. Go, try again. 


Paul. Who's there ? 
Boy. I. pray Sir, do the Pare- 
ſon live here : 
Paul. Parſon ! you Puppy! The 
Vicar of Lumberland. Yes, Child. 
What would have with him ? 
Boy. Squire Simpleton has ſent a 
Toaken of his Compleiments to the 


Wicker of Lumberland and gis him a 
Genufe 


Boy. Why Squire Simpleton, Sir, 


gis his foakens to you, and wou'd 


[The Boy goes out, returns and knocks 


well pleaſed with the Boy's Conduct 


* 
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Geuſe this Chriſtmas Time; and ſends 
him a Team. | 

Paul. A Team! A T—d! You 
Fool! Aſs! Dunderhead | Obſerve bet- 
ter, do! I'll knock your Head off, 
you young Dog, you! If you don't do 
it this Time. Squire Simpieton has 
* ſent his Compliments and a Gooſe, 
Sir, as a ſmall token of his Eſteem, 
this Chrifmas, Come, go out 
again, do. And bring another Team, 


if you dare, 


The Boy went out again with the 


Basket as the Parſon had ordered 


him; but thinking him Mad, or 
ſomething worſe, for the Word Cor- 
rection at their firſt Meeting, and the 
Sentence knock your Head off 
at the laſt, operated ſo ſtrongly within 
him, that he thought it beſt to go 
back, and return to his Maſter with 
his faithful Companion : Who, after 
hearing a long and ſtrange Narrative 
of the Parſon's Behaviour, was ſo 


that 
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that he gave him half a Crown, and 
eat the Gooſe himſelf. 

The Parfon not dreaming of being 
ſo ſerved, waited patiently for the 
Boys knocking, near a Quarter of an 
Hour. But at length being tired, he 
adventured to openthe Portal and look 
for him; tho' he was ſenſible, that in 
ſo doing —— he made an Invafion 
upon decorum: And ſeeing neither 
Boy nor Basket, imagined he had in 
his profound Cogitation miſtook his 
Way and tumbled into the Well. 
This frightened the good Clergyman 
much, as doubting ſomething whe- 
ther the Gooſe would be eatable af- 
terwards. As a ſecond Conſideration, 
he thought of the Boy, the Well, 
and the Coroner, This — brought 
to his Mind, Fees, Fines, a Funeral 
and Deodand : And made him cry 
aloud for Help, to ſearch the Spring- 
pit. After letting down the Bucket 
and calling to the Boy to get into it 
ſeveral Times without Effect, the 

| Parſon 
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Parſon gave a poor Fellow Sixpence 
to go down and feel for him with a 
Rake. This was an additional Miſ- 
fortune to the poor Vicar, for the 
unuſual Weight of the Wight broke 
the Well-rope, when he was within 
a Fathom of the Water, and down 
he went to the Bottom, where ſcram- 
bling for ſomething to lay hold of, 
and fave his Fall, he caught his Arms 
full, and cried out (his Mouth being 
juſt above Water) I have him |! I have 
him ! hoiſting up his Burden as he 
ſpoke to give him Air, But, alas ! 
inſtead of the Boy the good Folks 
above Ground diſcovered a Flitch of 
Bacon, that the Church-warden had 
loſt about a Fortnight before, This 
was another Vexation to the Parſon : 
For, tho! it was inſtantly reſtored to 
the Owner, without any Demand for 
Warehouſe Room, he was afraid the 
Theft ſhould be attributed to him, as 
it was found upon his Well, and the 
ſaid Well unable to give a proper 
Account 
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Account how it came to be in Poſſeſ- 


fion thereof. But to return. 
The Parſon, who knew Mr. Van, 


and who was not like the ſtammer- 


ing Ruſtick aforementioned, very po- 
litely deſired to drink with him, and 
wiſhed he could have the Happineſs 
of ſpending the Evening with him. 
Another of the Company was a 
Weſt India Merchant, or rather an 
Agent for hiring Artificers and other 
Servants for the Merchants in that 
diſtant Part of the Globe. This 
Gentleman who was a good Compa- 
nion, and faw ſomething companion- 
able in our Hero, deſired the Parfon 
to introduce him to his Friend. The 
Parſon, after a Bottle, went to viſit the 


Squire, and enter his Plaint againſt 


the fugitive Boy: Of whoſe Aber- 
ration he had now received a fall In- 


formation. Mr. Van, and his new 


Acquaintance the Merchant, liked one 
another extreamly well, and fat up 


late; the firſt 1 in recounting his Ad- 
ventures 


———ñ—H— —L— — FAC — 
* 


Ms. JOHN VAN. 165 


ventures at Home, and the other his 
Adventures Abroad, And the Agent 
finding Mr. Van's Quarrel to the old 
World eaſily prevailed La: him 
to leave it, and go to the New one, 
on the other ſide the Water : And 
offered his Intereſt to help him to a 
Principality, where he might reign 
like a King, over a vaſt Tract of Land 
well Wooded and Watered ; where 
there was Store of Wild Fowl and 
other Game, which he might kill 
without Controul. He alſo promiſed 
him Shipping and all other Conveni- 
encies, for the Tranſportation of his 
Family and Forces. 
Mr. Van was fo pleaſed with this 
Project, that he began once more to 
think there might be ſucha rare Thing 
as a Friend in this World; and agreed 
to go as ſoon as poſſible, provided the 
Place was not a Corporation. But 
the Agent aſſured him it was as far 
from that as any Thing in the World; 
it being a Place of perfect Freedom. 
9 1 
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As the ultimate End of Mr. Van's 
Deſire was Glory, what could be more 
grateful to him than this? To be a 
Prince, was above the utmoſt Stretch of 
his ambition: He had no Notion of 
ſuch a Lot, and therefore had fixed his 
hopeleſs high. The Reaſon was, he 
had no Thought of ever going ſo far 
abroad; or elſe he knew long enough 
before, that Principalities and petty 
Kingdoms were as numerous there as 
Villages are here. 

That Evening every thing was ſet- 
tled for the Voyage. He was to go 
to London in the Stage- Waggon, for 
Expedition ſake, on the Morrow, by 
Reaſon there was a Veſſel in that 
Port almoſt ready to Sail for his Do- 
minions. 

We did not hear that any Thing 
remarkable occured 'till he got to 
Dunſtable, a Place of much Fame for 
downright Doings. Here the Wag- 

oner called to dine, at the Houſe of 


a good old Woman, known by the 
Sign 


% 
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Sign of the Windmill, the Cogni- 
ſance of his Predeceſſor and Compe- 
titor in glorious Adventures, the ever 
memorable and incomparable Cham- 
pion the Knight of Mancha. Our 
Hero asked the venerable Matron of 
the Mill, what Viands ſhe had ready 
for the Refreſhment of Mortals. Who 
anſwered him, as ſhe does every Body 
elſe, That, ſhehad got ſuch a charm- 
ing Couple of Fowls on the Spit, 
and ſuch a lovely Leg of Mutton in 
the Pot, that if he did not ſay when 
he had dined, they were the beſt 
© he had ever eaten in his Life, he 
© ſhould have them for nothing.” 
To this Mr. Van very readily agreed. 
After ſome Time, the Dinner came in, 
and proved the beſt twelve-penny 
Ordinary he had ever ſeen. There 
were for him and his Family only, a 
Couple of Fine young Fowls, and as 
good a piece of Bacon, a Leg of 
Mutton boiled and Caper Sauce ; a 
Pidgeon Pye ; ſome pickled Salmon 

and 
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and Green Peaſe; with a handſome ' 
Deſert in the rural Way; and the 
whole well dreſſed, the Linnen white 
and the Pewter bright; which, to a 
Man of Mr. Van's Taſte, was very 
ſatisfactory. After a chearful Glaſs 
with the Maſter of the Waggon, our 
Hero called the Hoſteſs, and asked, 
if there was any thing to pay. She 
dropped a Courteſy, and ſaid ſhe 
would fetch his Bill. But he ſtopped 
her and bid her remember the Bar- 
gain. That if he did not ſay, when 
he had dined, the Fowls and the Leg 
of Mutton were the beſt he had ever 
eaten in his Life, he was to have 
them for nothing. Now, ſays he, I 
don't ſay fo, nor won't ſay any ſuch 
Thing: Therefore I hope I have no- 
thing to Pay, nor you —any Thing 
to write. Well, Sir, faid ſhe, I am 
ſorry for it. But I hope you will 
pleaſe to pay for the Sauce, the Sal- 
mon and Pye, and you are welcome 


to the Fowls and the Mutton, This 
was 
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was ſo reaſonable that the Gentleman 
complied at once: And in a few Mi- 
nutes ſhe returned with the Bill of 
Coſts, where a Succeſſion of Articles 
made the Sum total, excluſive of 
Liquor and Mutton and Fowls, a- 
mount to juſt ſix Shillings; which 
was the ſame as a Shilling a Head; 
only it ſhewed Ingenuity, and carried 
a Countenance of Generoſity. 

There are very few ſuch Houſes 
on the Road: The old Woman pro- 
viding always in the fame Manner, 
and at the ſame Price, for thoſe Gueſts 
that call themſelves Gentry; but for 
Gueſts of a lower Denomination, who 
are contented with the Table Cloth 
after the others have done with it, ſhe 
abates in Proportion to their Appear- 
ance. At the Coach-houſe in Nor- 
rthampton you pay better and fare 
worſe. And at Newport Mr. Van 
was once charged Eighteen-pence for 
half an Ounce of Coffee, by having 
two Children with him, tho' they 
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never taſted it: Yet the good Wo- 
man that took the Money never miſled 


going to Prayers twice a Day. 


When our Hero arrived at London 
he was met by his good Friend the 
Agent, who conducted him to a 


Lodging for a Week, when they went 


on Board the good Ship the Nancy, 
Both him and his Son and his Daugh- 


ters, and the Wind fitting fair, they 


left this ungrateful World, and all its 
Deceit, to explore another. A Cir- 
cumſtance that obliges us to take 
leave of Mr. Van, as we do alſo of 
the Reader. 
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